
 

 

 

 

“Questions from Our Suffering Savior” 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
St. Paul’s Lutheran – Cudahy, Wisconsin 

April 2, 2021 
 

 

 
Good Friday Tenebrae (darkness) is not a funeral for Jesus, but a solemn service of 

repentance and reflection.  God's Son offers up his life as the Lamb of God.  Candles are 

extinguished as lights are dimmed, until we are in Tenebrae – symbolizing the fading of 

Jesus' life and the darkness which covered the earth from Noon until 3:00 pm on Good 

Friday.   

 

In the darkness at the end of the service the Christ Candle leaves the sanctuary, but is 

never extinguished.  Jesus, the Light of the World, could not be snuffed out by death.  

The Christ Candle returns to the sanctuary at the end of the service, just as we return 

on Easter Sunday. 
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M: We begin this Service of Tenebrae in the name of God the Father – who sent his Son to be our 

sacrifice, and in the name of God the Son – who willingly died on the cross to forgive our sins, and in 

the name of God the Holy Spirit – who creates and keeps faith in our Savior strong through the 

Gospel.  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer and Comforter – we gather on this solemn day to hear your Word.  

Draw near to us with your grace and assure us of your constant presence and guidance.  Open our 

hearts that we might repent of our sins, believe in your forgiveness, and grow in Christian living.  Curb 

our wandering thoughts, that with undivided attention we may hear your voice, and with united voice 

confess our sins in song: 

 

HYMN – “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”  (98) 

1) Jesus, I will ponder now On your holy passion; 

With your Spirit me endow For such meditation. 

Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish 

Of your suff’ring, pain, and death That I may not perish. 

 

2) Make me see your great distress, Anguish, and affliction, 

Bonds and stripes and wretchedness And your crucifixion; 

Make me see how scourge and rod, Spear and nails did wound you, 

How for them you died, O God, Who with thorns had crowned you. 

 

3) Yet, O Lord, not thus alone Make me see your passion, 

But its cause to me make known And its termination. 

Ah! I also and my sin Wrought your deep affliction; 

This indeed the cause has been Of your crucifixion. 

 

4) If my sins give me alarm And my conscience grieve me, 

Let your cross my fear disarm; Peace of conscience give me. 

Help me see forgiveness won By your holy passion. 

If for me he slays his Son, God must have compassion! 

 

ABSOLUTION AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: By your humble confession in song, you have acknowledged your sin and have indicated that you are 

sorry for them.  Your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

M: To assure you of your forgiveness, our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was 

betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in 

remembrance of me.”  Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 
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INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
 
RECEPTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
SONG OF SIMEON 

 

 

 
 

HYMN – “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”  (98 v.5,6) 

5) Grant that I your passion view With repentant grieving. 

Let me not bring shame to you By unholy living. 

How could I refuse to shun Ev’ry sinful pleasure 

Since for me God’s only Son Suffered without measure? 
 

6) Graciously my faith renew; Help me bear my crosses, 

Learning humbleness from you, Peace mid pain and losses. 

May I give you love for love! Hear me, O my Savior, 

That I may in heav’n above Sing your praise forever. 

M: 

C: 

M: 

C: 
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INTRODUCTION – “Questions from Our Savior’s Suffering” 

 

HYMN – “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  (125) 

1) When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

2) Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast Save in the death of Christ, my God. 

All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 

3) See, from his head, his hands, his feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

4) Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a tribute far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

QUESTION #1 – “Do you understand what I have done for you?”  (John 13:12-15) 

 

HYMN – “The Tree of Life”  (754) 
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QUESTION #2 – “Couldn’t you men keep watch we me?” (Matthew 26:40-41) 

 

SONG – “Go to Dark Gethsemane”  Good Friday Singers 
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QUESTION #3 – “Will you really lay down your life for me?” (John 13:36-38) 

 

HYMN – “Rock of Ages”  (389) 

1) Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in thee; 

Let the water and the blood From thy riven side which flowed 

Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 

 

2) Not the labors of my hands Can fulfill thy law’s demands. 

Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; Thou must save and thou alone. 

 

3) Nothing in my hand I bring, Simply to thy cross I cling; 

Naked, come to thee for dress, Helpless, look to thee for grace. 

Foul, I to the fountain fly—Wash me, Savior, or I die! 

 

4) While I draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death, 

When I soar to worlds unknown, See thee on thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in thee! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

QUESTION #4 – “But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” 

(Matthew 26:52-54) 

 

SONG – “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”  Good Friday Singers 

 

 

 
 

 

 

QUESTION #5 – “For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

(Luke 23:27-31) 

 

HYMN – “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”  (105) 

1) O sacred head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed down, 

Now scornfully surrounded, With thorns your only crown, 

O sacred head, no glory Now from your face does shine; 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call you mine. 
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2) My burden in your passion, Lord, you have borne for me, 

For it was my transgression, My shame, on Calvary. 

I cast me down before you; Wrath is my rightful lot. 

Have mercy, I implore you; Redeemer, spurn me not! 

 

3) What language shall I borrow To thank you, dearest Friend, 

For this, your dying sorrow, Your pity without end? 

Oh, make me yours forever, And keep me strong and true; 

Lord, let me never, never Outlive my love for you. 

 

4) Lord, be my consolation, My shield when I must die; 

Remind me of your passion When my last hour draws nigh. 

My eyes will then behold you, Upon your cross will dwell; 

My heart will then enfold you—Who dies in faith dies well! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

QUESTION #6 – “Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?”  (Luke 24:25-27) 

 

SONG – “The Power of the Cross”  Good Friday Singers 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER 

M: God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be 

betrayed, to be given over into the hands of the wicked, and to suffer death upon the cross.  Keep us 

always faithful to him as our Savior. Amen. 

 

VIDEO – “The Burial”  St. Paul’s School Singers (Grades 5+6) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

M: Let us whisper together the prayer our Lord has taught us: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen.  
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VIDEO – “Are You Amazed?” 

 

THE TOLLING OF THE BELL 

33 times for the 33 years our Lord Jesus lived with us here on this earth 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Jerusalem   –   OBITUARY   –   AD 33 

 

Jesus Christ, 33 of Nazareth, died Friday on Mount Calvary, also known as Golgotha, the place of the 

skull.  Betrayed by the disciple Judas Iscariot, Jesus was crucified by the Romans, by order of the Governor 

Pontius Pilate.  The causes of death were extreme exhaustion, severe torture and crucifixion. 

Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abraham, was a member of the house of David.  He was the son of the 

late Joseph, a carpenter from Nazareth, and Mary, his devoted mother.  Jesus was born in a stable in the 

city of Bethlehem, Judea.  He is survived by his mother Mary, his faithful apostles, numerous disciples and 

many other followers. 

Jesus was self-educated and spent most of his adult life working as a teacher.  Jesus also occasionally 

worked as a medical doctor and it is reported that he healed many patients, and even brought back some 

to life who were dead.  Up until the time of his death, Jesus was teaching and sharing the Good News of 

salvation, healing the sick, touching the lonely, feeding the hungry and helping the poor. 

Jesus was most noted for telling parables about his Father’s Kingdom and performing miracles, such as 

feeding over 5,000 people with only five loaves of bread and two fish, and healing a man who was born 

blind.  On the day before his death, he held a Last Supper celebrating the Passover Feast and also 

instituting a new meal called “The Lord’s Supper.”  During this meal he foretold his death. 

The body was quickly buried in a stone grave, which was donated by Joseph from Arimathea, a loyal 

friend of the family.  By order of Pontius Pilate, a boulder was rolled in front of the tomb.  Roman soldiers 

would stand guard. 

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that everyone share Jesus’ Good News message of salvation 

by faith in his life and death with as many people as possible. 

 


