
May 9, 2021 – Colossians 3:15-21 – “Mother’s Day Has Us Thinking About Families” 

 
A mother invested all of her time and energy in 
raising her three sons.  Each left home to go to 
college.  Each graduated from college and found a 
wonderful job.  In anticipation of Mother’s Day, 
they got together to discuss the gifts they were 
able to give their aging mom in appreciation for all 
she had done for them. 

• The first son said: "I built a big house for mom." 

• The second son said: "I sent her a Mercedes 
along with a driver." 

• The third son smiled and said: "I’ve got you 
both beat.  Mom loves reading her Bible.  And 
since she can’t see very well, I sent her a 
parrot that can recite the entire Bible.  It took 
12 years to train him.  So all mom just has to 
do is say the book, chapter and verse and the 
parrot will recite it." 

Soon after Mother’s Day, the mom sent out a thank 
you to each son. 

• "Dear Milt, the house you built is so huge. I only 
live in one room, but I have to clean the whole 
house.  Love, mom." 

• "Dear Jerry, I’m getting too old to travel.  I stay 
home most of the time.  I rarely use the 
Mercedes.  The driver is rude!  Love, mom." 

• "Dear George, "You have the good sense to 
know what your mom loves.  That chicken 
was delicious!  Love, mom." 

Today, we aren’t going to only talk about moms, or 
even moms and sons.  Mother’s Day Has Us 
Thinking About the Whole Family.  Our lesson 
from Colossians gives instructions for every family 
member … moms and sons, fathers and daughters, 
husbands and wives. 

How is the family doing?  To be honest the news is 
discouraging.  Families are doing so badly that 
society has redefined "family'' as "anybody who 
cares about another person."  That’s certainly not 
the building block of society God intended the 
family to be when he set up marriage and the 
blessing of children in the Garden of Eden. 

How did things get so bad?  Who’s responsible?  It 
was churches who failed to broadcast God’s words: 
Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor 
in vain, about marriage, children and family. 

The path then to healthier families is for us to hear 
God’s words, believe them and then put them into 
practice once again.  Today’s lesson gives us both 
some general instructions for families, along with 
some specific directions for each family member. 

The Apostle Paul starts off with 3 general 
instructions for families.  Here's the first one – 
every man, woman and child needs to listen: Let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 
members of one body you were called to peace.  
And be thankful 

If only every family would listen to that!  Let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts.  And what 
exactly is the peace of Christ?  It’s the peace we get 
directly from Jesus and it includes: peace with God, 
peace for our heart and mind and peace with each 
other. 

We were at war with God.  We sinned and boy was 
he angry with us.  Our Savior took care of 
everything.  Jesus sat us down with God and drew 
up a peace treaty.  He signed it with his blood and 
delivered to you at your baptism. 

This is what gives peace to your heart and mind.  
No matter what issues you encounter, you have 
peace with God.  And that’s what gives you the 
power to live at peace with each other.  It's like it 
says here: Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts. 

What happens when that peace of Christ isn’t 
ruling the hearts of family members, then what?  
That leads to the second general instruction for 
families: Let the message of Christ dwell among 
you richly as you teach and admonish one another 
with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and 
songs from the Spirit, singing to God with 
gratitude in your hearts. 

If the message of Christ found a home in your 
family, would that make a difference in your 



family?  Does God’s Word have a home in your 
home?  Your family's happiness here depends on it.  
Your family's destiny in heaven depends on it, too.  
It’s confidence in Christ, brought about by God's 
Word, that leads to family members forgiving each 
other. 

Read the Bible together.  It's a powerful thing!  
Pray together.  That’s a powerful thing!  Sing to 
God at home.  That's also a powerful thing! 

Here’s Paul’s final general instruction to families: 
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, 
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.  

What if you did that?  What if you lived your life by 
consciously thanking God for the earthly blessings 
you daily enjoy, and the heavenly gIory you one 
day will enjoy? 

What if you did everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus ..… by his direction ….. according to his will 
….. contributing to his glory?  Wouldn't that be a 
blessed life for you?  So, do it! 

Our 3 pieces of instructions for families: We have 
peace with God.  It was delivered to us through his 
Word.  We’re so grateful, our actions and words 
reflect it in how we treat our families. 

Now God gets specific, addressing wives, husbands, 
children and parents. 

Wives ..… submit yourselves to your husbands, as 
is fitting in the Lord.  At first glance, “submit” 
might sound derogatory and demeaning.  It isn’t 
when we understand why God used that word and 
what it means in a marriage.  Submit here has the 
idea of “following your husband’s lead,” a “No, go 
ahead, you first” attitude.  Christian wives will want 
to support their husbands, and encourage them to 
be the spiritual family leaders God intended.  
Christian wives give your best advice, commit 
things to the Lord in prayer, and then follow your 
husband’s lead.  When Christian wives do, it brings 
honor to the Lord and makes for a happy marriage. 

Husbands ..… love your wives and do not be harsh 
with them.  This describes both a godly and manly 
mindset.  Christian husbands love your wife with an 
unselfish love of sacrifice.  Some of you might be 

familiar with “Agape,” the Greek word for love 
here.  It’s the same kind of love their Savior 
demonstrated toward them. 

A Christian husband’s leadership style is to be 
unselfish and willing to make whatever sacrifice is 
necessary, by placing the needs and the interests of 
their wife and family ahead their own. 

Yes, there can be a temptation for even a Christian 
husband to be harsh with, lose patience with or yell 
at their wife.  Instead, a husband who is loving and 
leading will pay attention to, listen to and value his 
wife.  He’ll thank God for her.  She’s made him a 
better man, husband and father. 

Children ..… obey your parents in everything, for 
this pleases the Lord.  Christian boys and girls and 
teens, too.  Listen to your parents and do what 
they say, and not just on Mother’s Day, either.  
You’ll do it cheerfully, because it pleases the Lord 
who bought and paid for you with his own blood.  
Remember, you are his child, too. 

Parents ….. do not embitter your children, or they 
will become discouraged.  Christian parents stop 
for a moment, and look and listen to this.  When 
you talk to your child, does their smile disappear?  
Have you weighed them down with rules?  Have 
you explained those rules?  Do you tend to point 
out the negative?  Have you faithfully shared the 
good news of Jesus’ love with them?  Then perhaps 
that’s why their face and their eyes drop when you 
talk to them.  You’ve left a bitter taste in their 
mouths. 

Adults know what it’s like to be chewed out by a 
boss, or put down by fellow workers.  Where do 
children go when they’ve been picked on and 
poked fun at?  They go to their parents.  As a 
Christian parent, you need to make sure you let 
your child know that you will always love them and 
be proud of them. 

As a Christian parent, once your child learns about 
unconditional love and forgiveness from you, 
they’ll find it believable that God could love them 
and forgiven them the same way. 


