
The Tower of Babel: A Broken Mess – June 6, 2021 – Genesis 11:1-9 

 
Wouldn’t having a common language be fantastic?  
Everyone could understand each other.  Everyone 
could communicate clearly and easily.  That’s 
pretty much an ideal situation, right?  That was the 
situation before the Tower of Babel was built. 

Unfortunately, when nothing gets in the way of 
communication and teamwork – the sky is the 
limit.  When new technology opens up new 
opportunities – people can become so filled with 
pride and confidence they feel they can achieve 
anything they put their minds to.  When it becomes 
all about self, God is eliminated from the equation, 
from a person’s life, from a person’s world. 

Because that’s the type of “teamwork” we find in 
our Bible story at Babel, the tower might as well 
have been a temple.  Their focus wasn’t their 
desire to worship the Creator of the heavens.  Their 
focus was their desire to reach the heavens on 
their own.  They believed a group united with a 
common language and a common goal was more 
powerful than God.  In fact, they wanted to forget 
God altogether.  The motto they chose: “Glory to 
man in the highest!” 

Today’s story, the Tower of Babel: A Mixed-Up 
Mess, will also explain this puzzling fact.  How is it 
that nations which can all trace their origins back to 
a common ancestor and language (Noah and his 
family of 8), can now speak more than 5,000 
different languages today? 

Did you know there are over 5,000 languages in our 
world?  Many have called all those languages a 
monument to the cleverness of the human mind.  
Genesis chapter 11 calls it a monument to the 
rebelliousness of the human heart. 

Babel was a city on the plain of Shinar, which is in 
present day Iraq.  The people who built this city 
were close descendants of Noah and settled in 
Shinar about 100 years after Noah parked the ark 
on Mr. Ararat. 

Although God had told Noah and his family to 
spread out, to fill the earth, Noah’s descendants 
decided to stop moving and stay put.  They were 
intentionally disregarding God’s command. 

Since all people came from the family of Noah, the 
whole world had a single language.  The vocabulary 
they used was the same.  The way they spoke was 
the same.  But it soon became obvious, that 
although their language hadn’t changed, their 
attitude had, and not in a good way. 

It no longer mattered to them what God said.  Why 
should they keep moving and fill the earth when 
things were so wonderful here?  By announcing: 
“Come, let us build ourselves a city,” this was no 
temporary stop.  And when you add the building 
materials they chose – instead of stone and mud, 
they would use fire-hardened brick and tar; along 
with their mission statement for this building 
project: “with a tower that reaches to the 
heavens, so that we may make a name for 
ourselves,” it’s obvious, this was to be permanent, 
and this was to be all about them. 

There’s not a thing wrong with building a tower.  
53 years ago, a bell tower was part of this church’s 
building project.  It was the engineer’s motivation 
for building the tower at Babel that was way off 
base.  That tower wasn’t for defense, forest fire 
detection or living quarters.  Its sole purpose was 
to show off their smarts and their strength and to 
make the statement that they really didn’t need 
God.  They were rejecting God’s goal for their life 
and substituting goals of their own: status and 
shelter, fame and food and fortune. 

Can you see Satan at work?  He doesn’t have to 
persuade us to kneel down in front of an idol if he 
can get us to selfishly look at life only in terms of 
ourselves.  He’s perfectly happy if he can get us to 
hallow our own names instead of God’s.  He 
misleads us to think everything we have is a result 
of our brains and brawn, and not God’s blessings. 

God cannot tolerate being treated as a footnote in 
people’s lives.  Had his patience run out?  If people 
wanted to run away from him, would he finally say: 
“Fine, if you want to go to hell so badly, have it 
your way.  See if I care!”?  The answer is found in 
the name he uses to identify himself here.  Pay 
close attention, as he steps in to stop this building 
project.  But the LORD came down to see the city 



and the tower the people were building.   The 
LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same 
language they have begun to do this, then nothing 
they plan to do will be impossible for them.  
Come, let us go down and confuse their language 
so they will not understand each other.” 

God didn’t literally “come down,” as though he had 
to tour the building site to learn what the builders 
were up to.  But he wants to emphasize that 
whenever he steps in with his judgment, he has 
carefully evaluated all the facts. 

This time, his judgment wasn’t even visible.  He 
simply made some changes inside the minds of the 
builders.  Since they could no longer understand 
each other’s language, frustration set in.  They 
couldn’t work together or trust each other, either.  
They had to move away from their dream home.  
The tower they hoped would bring them fame, 
now became infamous ….. Babel: A Mixed-Up 
Mess. 

Let’s go back to what God calls himself here.  He 
uses the name LORD (all caps).  That’s significant.  
He’s telling us he’s Jehovah, the God of free and 
faithful grace, the Savior-God.  Even in this act of 
judgment, he’s expressing his undeserved love.  
Instead of destroying everyone as he had done 
with the flood, he simply chose to confuse their 
speech.  That drove people apart but it also gave 
them time to think about what they had done and 
hopefully drive them back to God.  He’s also 
expressing his constant desire to carry out his plan 
to send a Savior who would provide salvation for all 
people. 

Thankfully, God still works that way in our lives.  He 
deals with us with patience and love.  It’s true, God 
will allow us to go through difficulties but his 
purpose is always to grab our attention and to 
drive us back to him.  Had the LORD not stepped in 
at Babel they would have ended up facing his 
justice and anger forever.  Thank the LORD when 
he chooses to send your life into confusion.  He 
does that so you’ll turn to him and focus on him 
and his promises, and not on your own rebellious 
interests. 

While the people of Babel tried to unite heaven 
and earth with brick and mortar, God has united 

heaven and earth by sending his Son and his Spirit 
to bring us to faith in Jesus’ work on the cross of 
salvation. 

Only the Holy Spirit can repair the confusion that 
sin has caused.  He does that through the common 
language of the Gospel.  He demonstrated that on 
the day of Pentecost, 50 days after Jesus’ 
resurrection, in the city of Jerusalem.  We call it the 
birthday of the Christian Church, when God poured 
out his Holy Spirit on Jesus’ first bunch of disciples 
and undid what had been done at Babel. 

On Pentecost, God bridged that communication 
gap through a special gift of the Spirit.  What 
happened exactly, we don’t know.  What we do 
know is that everybody there heard the wonders of 
God proclaimed in their own language, even 
though the Galileans who were speaking, hadn’t 
ever learned those languages.  The Holy Spirit gave 
that group of disciples the same purpose, to share 
the message of God’s love with others. 

Jesus called us, this present-day group of disciples, 
to do the same.  For most of us that takes place 
close to home, or even in the home.  It’s God’s 
Spirit that empowers us and enables us to do this.  
Pray for an opening to talk about Jesus.  Pray for 
courage and patience when the opportunity 
presents itself. 

Only the Holy Spirit can make us realize: “If God 
could be so merciful to forgive me ….. then I can 
forgive my friends.  If God can be so patient with 
me ….. then I can be patient with my spouse and 
children.  If God came here to serve me ….. then I 
can serve my neighbors.”  Only by the Holy Spirit 
can each of us say: “I forgive you.  I’m not going to 
get angry with you.  I want to serve you.” 

Today people from different languages, cultures 
and walks of life are still being drawn together 
because we have something in common ….. a 
common knowledge of our sin, a common faith in 
our Savior, and a common goal to share the Good 
News. 


