
August 15, 2021 – “The Bloody Sword: Jesus in the Garden” 

 
Who am I?  I was a loyal patriot, a good 
businessman, a natural leader.  I received high 
marks for my military leadership from my good 
friend George Washington.  Congress passed over 
my when it named 5 new generals to the Army.  
Eventually, I became the commander of West 
Point, but I never forgot being passed over.  I 
looked for an opportunity to make a deal with the 
British.  I would deliver West Point into their hands 
for 20,000 pounds of sterling silver.  (That’s valued 
at $1.5-2 million today.)  My British contact though 
was captured by the Americans, who then 
discovered the plot.  I was able to escape aboard a 
British ship.  Who I am? 

 When Benedict Arnold betrayed his country, it not 
only struck at the very heart of the American 
military.  It struck even deeper with his close 
friend, George Washington.  History records that 
when General Washington learned of the betrayal 
at first he showed no emotion, but later on it was 
the only moment in the entire war that he cried. 

His trusted friend had betrayed him.  Whether it 
was 20,000 pounds of silver, 30 pieces of silver, or 
a denial in order to live another day … people have 
their reasons for betrayal and denial. 

Like Washington, Jesus felt the sting and the 
sorrow of betrayal and denial.  Unlike Washington, 
Jesus knew and predicted that both would happen.  
Judas’ betrayal, Pter’s denial and bloody sword 
were chapters in the today’s story of Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. 

Just moments before Jesus and his disciples would 
leave the upper room for the Garden, in the middle 
of their meal, Jesus drops the first of three 
bombshells on his disciples: “One of you will 
betray me.”  Betrayal?  How could any of them 
betray Jesus, their Lord and Savior?  Ultimately, 
Judas was identified as the betrayer when Jesus 
leaned over and whispered: “What you are about 
to do, do quickly.” 

On their way to the Garden, Jesus this startling 
detail, Bombshell #2: “You will all fall away 
because of me this night.”  Desertion?  How could 
any of them desert Jesus, their dear friend and 

teacher?  What a punch in the gut!  Like the 
disciples, we’d also deny that possibility.  Not sure 
we’d have bragged: “Even if the rest of these guys 
would desert you, Jesus, I never will,” like Peter did. 

If you’re keeping stats, this is the third time Peter 
said “never.”  “Never” would Jesus be killed.  
“Never” would Jesus wash his feet.  “Never” would 
he desert. 

All the disciples would abandon Jesus, and now he 
gives very specific details in Bombshell #3: “Peter, 
this very night before the rooster, you will deny 
me three times.”  Denial?  Peter was going to deny 
his Master. 

Jesus picked Peter, James and John and had them 
follow him to a remote place in Gethsemane.  Jesus 
prayed the same thing to his Father three times: 
“Let this cup of suffering pass from me, if it is your 
will,” and each time he returned he found them 
sleeping. 

Fully awake, the 4 of them return to the other 
disciples and who should show up, but their fellow 
disciple, who left the meal early.  He wasn’t alone.  
He came to the garden, guiding a detachment of 
soldiers and some officials from the chief priests 
and the Pharisees.  They were carrying torches, 
lanterns and weapons. 

Jesus knew what was happening.  He wanted it to 
happen.  He was volunteering for would follow: his 
arrest, his trials in both the Jewish and Roman 
court systems, his death sentence in such a 
shameful and painful way and finally the darkest 
day in human history, his crucifixion as God’s Son.  
Jesus willingly gave himself so he could stamp 
“paid in full” on our unpayable debt of sin. 

Jesus made sure everyone knew that he 
surrendered himself to all the suffering necessary 
for the redemption of every sinner.  He did that by 
exercising his unlimited power.  With just a few 
words, that lynch mob, that hostile unit fell 
backwards to the ground. 

Seeing that must have given the disciples a boost of 
courage.  With some force of their own they could 
rescue Jesus from his captors.  He wouldn’t need to 



suffer and die.  Wouldn’t need?  Back in eternity, 
the God of grace had decided there was a need.  
And Jesus is clearly willing to carry out that divine 
plan, no matter the cost. 

Are you surprised it was Peter who couldn’t wait 
for Jesus’ answer to their question: “Should we 
respond with force?”  Earlier he had vowed that he 
was ready to lay down his life for Jesus.  No, we’re 
not surprised it was Peter who came out swinging 
… trying to take off the man’s head, but only got an 
ear.  Jesus told Peter to put away his bloody sword 
as he miraculously healed the man’s ear. 

Once again, Jesus’ captors got a front row seat to 
witness his mighty power.  They still haven’t been 
able to lay a hand on Jesus.  And they wouldn’t 
until Jesus asked his disciples: “Do you think I 
cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put 
at my disposal more than twelve legions of 
angels?  Peter’s action was the opposite of what 
God the Father and God the Son wanted: But how 
then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it 
must happen in this way?” 

All the words Peter had heard from Jesus own lips 
over the past 3 years – that he had come to give his 
life as a ransom for many, that as the Good 
Shepherd he would lay down his life for the sheep, 
that he was deliberately going up the Jerusalem to 
suffer and die – those had sailed right past Peter’s 
ears.  Yes, 72,000 angels could have been 
dispatched in the blink of an eye, but then the 
things that “must” happen to save lost sinners like 
us, wouldn’t have. 

• Yes, it “must” happen the way the OT prophets 
promised it would dozens and dozens of 
times over hundreds and hundreds of years. 

• Yes, it “must” happen this way in the Garden, if 
God predicted it. 

• Yes, it “must” happen that the One who was 
innocent would need to give himself up for 
the ones who are guilty. 

As Jesus was captured and whisked away, Peter 
and John followed.  John knew someone in 
Caiaphas, the High Priest’s house.  That’s how he 
and Peter were able to gain access to the 
courtyard.  It was there that Peter was tested 3 

times and he failed 3 times.  We can only imagine 
how that look from Jesus must have ripped his 
heart apart! 

So, what can we learn from Peter’s bloody sword 
and his actions, first in the Garden and later in the 
courtyard?  These chapters in today’s story 
resonate with us because we can see ourselves in 
Peter.  In the past 7 days: 

• Did you cave in under some outside pressure? 

• Did you live the opposite of what you believe 
and confess? 

• Did the guilt of thoughtless words spoken when 
you should have kept quiet, keep you up at 
night? 

• Did you deny your Lord by keeping quiet when 
you should have spoken up? 

Say what you will about Peter speaking before 
thinking.  Peter was the only one of the 12 who had 
the courage to blurt out what they believed: “You 
are the Christ the Son of the Living God,” when 
Jesus asked the group who he was. 

Say what you will about Peter stepping out of the 
boat and beginning to sink when he paid more 
attention to the waves and less to his Savior as he 
walked on the water.  Peter was the only one of 
the 12 who even tried it.  He loved and trusted 
Jesus. 

Perhaps Peter bragged too much, prayed too little, 
reacted too quickly and thought too slowly.  But 
what we can learn from him is that no matter how 
many times we’ve blown it … denied what we 
know to be true … or lived the opposite of what we 
believed, there is forgiveness, hope and strength in 
Jesus. 

That’s because our Savior didn’t let anyone or 
anything interfere with his mission which began in 
one Garden, moved over to Calvary and ended in 
another Garden with an empty grave. 

All of that from one bloody sword! 


