
September 12, 2021 – Mark 7:31-37 – “Lord, Open My Ears” 

 
You know the story about the Christmas ham, don’t 
you?  One year, as mom prepared to put the 
Christmas ham in the pan, she cut a piece off one 
end.  Her 10-year-old daughter noticed and asked: 
“Mom, why do you do that?”  After thinking about it, 
she replied: “I’m not sure.  I know my mom, your 
grandma, always did it that way.” 

Immediately, the young girl went into the other room 
to ask grandma why she always cut a piece off the 
end of the Christmas ham?  “I don’t know,” she said.  
“That’s just the way my mom, your great grandma 
always did it.” 

It wasn’t until that young girl asked great-grandma 
that the truth eventually came out.  “Why did I 
always cut the piece off the end of the Christmas 
ham,” great-grandma chuckled, “Because my roasting 
pan was too small.  If I didn’t, the ham wouldn’t fit.” 

We all have traditions, whether we understand them 
or not.  We place a high value on the things we learn 
from our parents.  What children learn from their 
parents is important.  What’s the most important 
thing we can hand down to our children?  That’s 
simple, isn’t it?  It would have to be telling them 
about Jesus. 

This weekend, we celebrate the beginning of our fall 
schedule of Christian Education here at St. Paul’s.  We 
have a staff of faithful Grade School teachers who are 
eager to teach.  Best of all, they love to teach Bible 
stories about Jesus and include truths about God and 
his Word into the other subjects they teach, as well. 

We have a staff of faithful Sunday School teachers 
who are also eager to teach.  They know their 
purpose is not to entertain the children for 45 
minutes, but to teach them stories about their Savior 
and salvation.  They love doing that. 

We offer Catechism classes for the 7th and 8th 
Graders in our congregation.  On Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday mornings I teach in our 
grade school.  On Monday nights I teach our public 
school students in the Fellowship Hall.  I love to teach 
children what they need to know to go to heaven. 

We offer Bible Classes for adults.  Besides the men’s 
and women’s classes, there’s a class on Sunday 
mornings at 8:30 here in church, and that’s repeated 

on Monday nights at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  That 
one is on the 7 deadly sins: envy, anger, greed, sloth, 
lust, gluttony and pride.  Those “old” sins are still 
popular in our “new” digital age of technology.  But 
what we want to learn most of all is how Jesus our 
Savior, still forgives us when we sin. 

Are you excited to again sit at Jesus’ feet and listen to 
his Word?  Parents, did your 7th and 8th Grader jump 
for joy when they got a letter from me back in August 
talking about Catechism classes?  Did your child 
respond: “Do I have to go?” to the Sunday School 
invitation that went to every home in this month’s 
Newsletter?  If you asked your spouse if he or she 
wanted to go to the Bible class, was their response 
silence?  What was your response? 

It would be nice to think that everyone of us is eager 
to hear God’s Word at every opportunity we get.  But 
that’s not our natural response to the Word.  The fact 
is, we were born spiritually deaf and will be either 
hard of hearing, or selective in our hearing when it 
comes to the Word - as long as we have that Old 
Adam.  That’s why today we simply pray: “Jesus, 
Open My Ears.” 

When was the last time you were overwhelmed with 
amazement because someone in your life did 
something so wonderful you wanted to laugh and cry 
and run around and hug someone?  That’s exactly 
what happened in our lesson.  All the people were 
overwhelmed with amazement because of Jesus’ 
miracle. 

Imagine you were deaf, like the man in today’s 
lesson.  You can see everyone moving their mouths.  
Why are they smiling, or crying?  Why are they so 
excited, or sad?  All you hear ….. is silence! 

Imagine you could hardly talk, like this man.  You 
have a question, or you need something, or you want 
to tell someone what’s wrong ….. but nothing comes 
out, except for some noises no one understands. 

Why do people have to carry such burdens in this 
life?  It’s the consequences of Adam’s fall into sin.  Sin 
not only entered our world it also entered our lives. 

That’s why this story is told.  Our God sent Jesus in-
person to undo the consequences of sin – the loss of 



hearing, speech and sight; or any kind of disease, 
even death. 

Sometimes Jesus cures the weaknesses we have in 
our lives.  Sometimes Jesus gives us the strength to 
carry those burdens one day at a time.  But we 
believe this amazing truth … on the last day, when 
our bodies are raised from their graves, all will be 
made perfect again. 

There’s another kind of hearing loss that we need to 
talk about.  It’s worse than what this man 
experienced.  That’s the spiritual deafness with which 
everyone of us was born.  The Bible says: “The 
person without the Spirit does not accept the things 
that come from the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to them, they cannot understand them, 
because they are spiritually understood.”  Our ears 
don’t give us trouble.  It’s our hearts that don’t want 
to listen. 

When God’s Word says I should watch out and be 
aware of an ungodly love and desire for things, my 
Old Adam chimes in: “I work hard to buy the things I 
want.  Don’t tell me what I should or shouldn’t do 
with my money.”  That’s my Old Adam complaining: “I 
don’t LIKE to hear this.” 

I already learned a lot of Bible stories in Sunday 
School.  I already memorized plenty of Bible passages 
in Catechism class.  Besides, it’s boring.  That’s my 
Old Adam complaining: “I don’t NEED to hear this.” 

Jesus teaches us: “Your sins have made a terrible 
mess of your lives.  I couldn’t stand to see you hurting, 
so I came to take away your sins and to save you for 
heaven.  There isn’t anything you have to do.  I took 
care of everything when I died and rose again.  
Believe in me and you’ll have eternal life.” 

Would we close our ears to such a wonderful 
message?  Yes!  That’s my Old Adam complaining: “I 
don’t WANT to hear this.  That’s too easy.  There must 
be something I can do and take credit for.” 

Here is the news that will overwhelm you with 
amazement.  You have a Savior who can open your 
ears and heart to hear his Word clearly! 

Any doctor would tell you this man’s hearing loss was 
incurable.  But you know Jesus, he loves the 
impossible: Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears.  
Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue.  He 
looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to 

him, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”).  At 
this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was 
loosened and he began to speak plainly. 

Once again, imagine you were deaf and could hardly 
talk.  A stranger starts to use a type of sign language.  
You feel him put his fingers into your ears.  You see 
him spit and feel him touch your tongue.  It seems 
like he's trying to tell you something, like he’s going 
to fix your ears and your tongue.  You see him look up 
to heaven and you understand that whatever is about 
to happen is from God in heaven. 

The same powerful voice that calmed storms, that 
cast out demons, that created the universe out of 
nothing speaks: “Be open!”  All the things you’ve 
been trying to understand ….. now you can hear.  All 
the things you've been trying to say ….. now you can 
talk. 

What did it feel like to be that man?  You and I know.  
We have a lot in common with him.  Spiritually 
speaking, we came into this world deaf.  We couldn't 
understand anything about God even if we wanted 
to.  But at some point in your life, someone brought 
you to Jesus and his powerful words opened your 
ears and heart. 

• Maybe it was as the water of Baptism ran off your 
head. 

• Maybe it was when a parent, a spouse, a friend, a 
pastor, a teacher – someone somewhere – 
introduced you to Jesus. 

And guess what?  Jesus continues to use that very 
same Word we study in the classrooms of our Grade 
School and Sunday School, in our Catechism and Bible 
classes, in this place we call our church home, and at 
the place we call home to keep ears and hearts open. 

Same Word!  Same Savior!  Same Message!  No 
wonder everyone then and there, and here and now 
is overwhelmed with amazement. 

Echo Prayer: 
Jesus, open my ears!  /  Never let me get bored 
learning about you!  /  Never let me think I know 
enough!  /  Open my ears to listen,  /  my mind to 
understand,  /  and my heart to believe!  Bless me 
and my brothers and sisters  /  as we begin another 
fall of Christian Education.  /  Amen. 


