
2 Kings 5:1-15 – October 17, 2021 – “The Ordinary Produces the Extraordinary” 

 

The makeover.  We live in the day of the makeover.  
There’s the personal makeover.  With the right 
clothes and the right amount of make-up you can 
become a new person.  The old saying, “clothes 
make the man,” is true.  And apparently, so is, 
“clothes make the woman.” 

There’s the home makeover, or a room in the 
home, or the landscaping around the home.  With 
some demo work, paint, maybe a new countertop, 
and some tile for a backsplash, a floor or a shower 
you can have a new home.  With a shovel, 
rototiller, rake and more hard work, you can have a 
new landscaping around your home. 

Our Old Testament lesson is about a makeover.  
Naaman was a pretty important guy in Aram.  He 
was the highest ranking general in the king’s army.  
He was a hero, highly respected, smart and brave.  
The king thought the world of him.  In fact, under 
Naaman’s leadership, the Lord had given Aram 
(Israel’s enemy), an important victory over one of 
their own enemies. 

All these wonderful traits are very impressive, 
except for one thing.  Naaman had leprosy, a 
contagious and incurable disease.  He’s desperate 
for a makeover. 

God is in the business of makeovers.  He loves 
replacing the old with the new.  The Apostle Paul 
shows us one of God’s blueprint in 1 Corinthians: 
“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the 
old has gone, the new has come!”  God’s 
makeover is extraordinary. 

Today, we’ll see how an ordinary slave girl 
produces extraordinary results for Naaman.  And 
as we do, we’ll look for the ordinary that produces 
the extraordinary in our own lives. 

Why would God do this for Naaman?  He wasn’t an 
Israelite.  He was enemy of the Israelites.  But, as 
God often does, he’ll take situations which look 
sad, bad or both and use it in the most amazing 
way. 

On one of general Naaman’s military campaigns, a 
young girl from Israel was captured and became a 
servant to the general’s wife. 

How traumatic for this young girl!  She was yanked 
away from her parents and her people.  But, the 
one thing they couldn’t take away from her was 
her God.  Even under such heart-wrenching 
circumstances, she’s still explaining to her master’s 
wife how the general could be cured.  All he 
needed to do was to go and see Elisha, the 
prophet.  She trusted that her God could cure 
Naaman’s fatal disease. 

Do you see yourself in Naaman?  You should!  The 
Bible uses leprosy as a picture of sin.  What leprosy 
does to the body, sin does to the soul.  No matter 
how many fine qualities the king saw in Naaman, 
he still had leprosy.  No matter how many 
wonderful things people see in us, or say about us, 
we still have the leprosy of sin.  Isaiah 64: “All of us 
have become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous acts are like filthy rags.” 

Leprosy was a feared and contagious disease.  A 
leper was shut off from society and waited for a 
slow and painful death.  Naaman woke up every 
morning knowing he was a leper and he couldn’t 
hide it from anyone. 

Sin is a feared and contagious disease.  It shuts us 
off from God, and unless repented of, we face a 
painful death in hell.  We wake up every morning 
knowing we are a sinner.  Sometimes we can hide 
it, most times not. 

What would you pay to be cured of a dreadful 
disease like leprosy?  People fly all over the globe, 
spend their life savings to be cured of diseases.  A 
health makeover is difficult and expensive. 

Naaman was prepared to pay whatever it took.  
That’s why he brought 900 pounds of silver and 
gold to cover the cost.  Elisha’s antidote: “Go, wash 
yourself seven times in the Jordan.” 

You’d think Naaman would be glad to hear Elisha 
had a remedy for his fatal disease and it wouldn’t 



cost him a penny.  But three things really ticked 
Naaman off. 

• First there was the person.  Elisha didn’t even 
bother to come out to meet him.  Elisha sent 
his messenger to talk to this high-ranking 
official.  It would be like going to the doctor 
and only seeing the receptionist.  We 
wouldn’t be very happy either. 

• Then there was the process.  Elisha didn’t 
personally wave his hand over the leprosy 
and make it disappear. 

• Finally, there was the place.  Wash in the 
Jordan River?  He had crossed two rivers – the 
Abana and the Pharpar – to get there and 
they were much cleaner than the dirty old 
Jordan. 

We need a makeover in our own lives.  Sin has 
done damage to us and our family and friends.  
Sin’s damaged relationships with others and with 
our God.  This makeover was difficult, not for us, 
but for Jesus ….. he sacrificed himself for our sins 
once and for all when he offered himself on the 
cross.  This makeover was also expensive, not for 
us, but for Jesus ….. “It was not with silver or gold 
that you were redeemed … but with the precious 
blood of Christ." 

What is easy for us, some think too easy, is this: 
“Repent and be baptized and wash your sins 
away.”  “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved.” 

Naaman’s servants tried using logic with their 
master: “If the prophet had told you to do some 
great thing, would you not have done it?”  When 
he finally took their advice, he probably said under 
his breath: "This will never work.” 

The first six times he dipped himself in the Jordan 
and looked at the spots on his skin.  Nothing 
happened.  The spots were still there.  Now, we 
can picture him grumbling out loud: “This is a 
waste of time.”  Each dip in that river was more 
disgusting than the last.  Finally, after the seventh 
time, he looked for spots on his arms, legs and 
body.  Nothing was found.  The spots were gone.  
Naaman was cured. 

There wasn’t anything complex or difficult about 
what God asked Naaman to do.  It boiled down to 
TRUST!  God wanted Naaman to trust him.  
Naaman needed to find Elisha so he could tell him 
personally: “Now I know that there is no God in all 
the world except in Israel.”  He’s so grateful for his 
makeover.  He wants to start a new life serving 
God.  God had used an extraordinary chain of 
events to bring him to faith. 

God wants us to trust him.  We need to find others 
so we can tell them personally: “For it is by grace 
you have been saved through faith in Jesus.”  
We’re so grateful for our makeover.  We want to 
start a new life serving God and sharing him with 
others.  God used an extraordinary chain of events 
to bring us to faith. 

Maybe you were born into a believing family so 
your parents could bring you to the baptism font.  
Or, maybe you were introduced to a believing 
friend or spouse so they could introduce you to 
Jesus.  Your life’s journey brought you where you 
are today, connected to Jesus. 

Like Naaman, who thought God’s promise to wash 
seven times in the Jordan seemed unreasonable, 
we too may wonder how H20 can wash clean a 
sinner’s filthy heart?  Or, how wine and wafers can 
strengthen a sinner’s sagging faith?  Or, how the 
Gospel has the power to makeover a person’s 
heart and life? 

Trusting in the Lord will lead you find God’s 
extraordinary grace and power in the most 
ordinary of things – the water of Baptism, the wine 
and wafer of his Supper, the Gospel preached and 
printed, spoken and sung and memorized.  God 
takes the ordinary – and produces the 
extraordinary – faith and forgiveness in each 
sinner’s believing heart. 

Doesn’t it seem strange that this larger-than-life 
general would listen to a young little servant girl?  
Something in her life made her believable.  Don’t 
underestimate what God can do through you and 
your witness.  You may think you’re ordinary in the 
eyes of the world, but you’re extraordinary in the 
eyes of your God. 


