
Christ the King – John 18:33-37 – November 14, 2021 

 
Is Jesus a King?  Your immediate reaction and response would be: 
“Absolutely!”  Are you up for a Bible History quiz?  Can you come up 
with 4 times in Jesus’ life when he was called a king?  I’ll help you out 
and give you some time frames. 
1) This was at the beginning of his life on earth.  It was the 

wisemen’s question when their GPS star led them to Jerusalem.  
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?”  That 
news made another king, Herod, very nervous. 

2) This was as his ministry was just getting started and he was 
gathering his disciples.  Nathanael’s response was really a 
confession.  “You are the Son of God; you are the King of 
Israel.”  And Jesus didn’t stop him from calling him that. 

3) This was as an excited group welcomed him to town.  On Palm 
Sunday, he entered Jerusalem as everyone was shouting.  
“Hosanna!  Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the 
Lord!”  Zechariah had foretold this 450 years earlier. 

4) A little later that same week, the governor posted a sign on his 
cross that positively identified him as: “Jesus of Nazareth the 
“King” of the Jews.” 

 
Well done!  It is well documented and Jesus didn’t deny he was a 
“King.”  It’s that cross examination by the governor that will serve as 
today’s lesson from John 18:  Jesus answered, “You are right in 
saying I am a king.  In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I 
came into the world.” 
 
We are forever grateful for the clear answer Jesus gave about his 
identity.  On the End Time Sunday called “Christ the King,” we’re 
going discuss opposing viewpoints about: 1)  The king they wanted.  
2)  The king you need. 

(1) 
Like a brightly lit billboard, the message attached to Jesus’ cross, was 
easily visible, even by many who wanted to either ignore or disown 

him.  “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews” didn’t make the 
Jewish leaders happy one bit.  “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ 
but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews,” was the complaint 
they lodged. 
 
It wasn’t that the religious leaders didn’t want a king.  They really 
wanted the Messiah to be their king.  Someone who would pat them 
on the back and tell them how hard they were working at being holy.  
Someone who would approve of their plans to build a ladder to 
heaven by keeping the laws God had given and the ones they had 
added. 
 
And when Jesus wouldn’t, they rejected him.  This was the final 
straw.  He had to go.  On Good Friday these Jewish leaders stood 
outside the judgment hall of the Gentile, Pontius Pilate, because they 
didn’t want to defile themselves.  Yet, they had no trouble at all 
demanding the murder of an innocent king. 

 
“We have no king but Caesar,” they shouted.  They were waiting for 
a Messiah who would pry the hated Romans off their back, and take 
them back to the glory days of King David.  Now they claim their king 
is the one back in Rome they’ve been complaining about all along.  
Why such an intense hatred?  Because Jesus spoke of a kingdom 
without geographical borders.  It was a spiritual place, not an earthly 
one.  That’s why they brought this “wanna-be king” to Pilate for 
execution. 

 
The leaders of the people had their ideas about the kind of king they 
were looking for.  The people had their own ideas about the kind of 
king they wanted.  When he filled their stomachs with an all-you-can 
eat fish-fry and unlimited bread, they knew they had the king they 
wanted.  He would take care of their needs and satisfy their desires.  
Because they couldn’t see past the earthly miracles to their heavenly 
meaning, they missed the King who was actually the Bread of Life for 
hungry sinners. 

 



Now, my friends, it’s time to get personal.  What kind of king do you 
want Jesus to be?  Of course, you want him to watch over you and 
your family.  You want him to provide your daily bread and protect 
your daily breath.  You probably pray at least once a week that he’d 
give you your daily bread and all that goes with it.  He does by 
measuring your needs and graciously supplying them daily. 
 
Have you ever wanted even more from your King?  You’d love it if he 
could keep away every ache, pain and problem.  Sunny skies and 
smooth paths would also be great too.   And when that doesn’t 
happen, when cancer strikes, when family disappoints, when earthly 
goods evaporate, when plans fail and dreams disappear, does “Is this 
the King I want?” find its way into your thinking?  Even worse, do you 
begin to question your King’s love for you? 
 

(2) 
To that, we must plead: “Dear Lord, forgive me for the times I’ve 
questioned your kingship.  Send your Holy Spirit to show me again 
that Jesus is the King I need.  Amen.” 
 
Exactly what kind of king do I need?  Do you need?  Listen to what 
Jesus told Pontius Pilate, the governor: “My kingdom is not of this 
world.  If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by 
the Jews.  But now my kingdom is from another place.” 
 
Earthly rulers can map out how far their rule extends and make plans 
to expand their borders.  They have armies to enforce their will upon 
their subjects, and to defend against enemies.  They can fill their 
treasuries with the peoples’ taxes.  As a representative of the world’s 
greatest power, Pilate was well aware of what kings and kingdoms 
were all about.  But this King on this day was trying to tell him about 
the best kingdom from a far better place. 
 
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king.  In fact, the reason I was 
born and came into the world is to testify to the truth.  Everyone on 
the side of truth listens to me.” 

 
Did you listen closely to Jesus words?  He wasn’t only speaking to 
Pilate but to you and me.  With a love that is beyond our 
comprehension our King reaches out for us, wanting more than 
anything else to have us as citizens in his kingdom. 
 
I’m your King.  I don’t want your property, or your taxes.  I want your 
heart.  And I want to rule there with promises, not threats. 
I came to pay your debt with my precious blood. 
I came to make you mine with the simple truths of salvation, not with 
royal power. 
I want to live in you through the gospel, and I want you to live for me 
by the gospel. 
I want you with me in heaven. 
This wonderful truth … that all who believe in me won’t perish, but 
will have eternal life … I came to offer to all. 
When you have this truth by faith, you have me and my kingdom and 
all the great things that go along with it. 
 
Pilate heard Jesus’ answer, but he didn’t listen.  Instead of kneeling at 
the feet of this King, he handed him over to be crucified – hands and 
feet – on a cross. 
 
Thank God you and I hear Jesus’ answer and listen with a heart of 
faith.  Thank God we know better, by faith.  Thank God, you and I can 
confess during this End Time Season and every season of life: “He is 
my King!  The king I need!” 

 
As amazing as it is to live for your King now, he’s got more incredible 
things waiting for you.  Look where he’s promised to take you - to his 
kingdom above where there will be no more death to slay you or sin 
to stain you.  A place that has perfect care and peace waiting for you 
to enjoy - body and soul.  May God keep your eyes in faith on that 
King, until we praise him with our voices together above. 
 


