
Saints Triumphant – "Our Eternal Garden of Eden" – November 21, 2021 – Revelation 22:1-5 

 
As you came into church today, what was on your 
mind?  Something that you have to do today, 
tomorrow, this week?  Homework?  Housework?  
Work?  A project at work?  A co-worker?  Maybe a 
family member?  A family issue?  A personal issue? 

Whatever is on your mind today, I'd like to take the 
next 16 minutes to focus on something God insists 
we talk about.  He insists that we talk about what 
happens after this life.  That’s why we’re going to 
talk about “Our Eternal Garden of Eden.”  1) What 
will it be like there?  2) What will we do there?  3) 
How will we get there? 

(1) 

One command!  Adam and Eve had one command!  
Our first parents couldn’t keep one command!  
They ate from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil and would now experience pain, sorrow 
and death.  What could have made this even more 
tragic?  Eating from the other tree, the Tree of Life.  
That would have trapped them here forever, never 
to escape their sinful hopeless condition. 

To protect them from themselves, God evicted 
them from the Garden and posted an angel as an 
armed guard, to keep them away from the tree. 

Chalk one up for Satan.  He ruined God's perfect 
world.  He’s never satisfied.  He continues to prowl, 
to tempt and try to convince believers that 
spending an eternity with him in hell is a much 
better option than our Eternal Garden of Eden. 

What will it be like there?  Of all the writers of 
Scripture, John’s Revelation, gives us the most 
complete answer to that question.  It’s interesting 
how the last chapters of the last book, take us all 
the way back to the first chapters of the first book.  
These bookends talk about the Garden of the Eden.  
We heard our Genesis readings talk about Adam 
and Eve’s earthly home.  We heard our Revelation 
reading talk about every believers’ heavenly home. 

John begins: Then the angel showed me the river 
of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb, down 
the middle of the great street of the city.  This 

angel has been John’s tour guide throughout the 
vision God allowed John to see.  Earlier, the angel 
led John to see the new heavens and the new 
earth.  Then he brought him to a high mountain so 
he could first view the new Jerusalem and then 
measure the holy city.  Now he shows him the river 
of the water of life. 

Sparkling pure water flows right down Main Street 
Heaven.  Its source is the throne of God the Father 
and God the Son.  The sole source of our salvation 
is God, and not just any God, but the God who has 
prepared his salvation for us through the Lamb, 
who now sits with him on his throne. 

Think of what this river means to us!  The Lord will 
use the water of the life to supply our needs.  
There’s plenty of cool refreshing water to quench 
our spiritual thirst and provide a never-ending flow 
of God’s grace. 

Going on, John reports: On each side of the river 
stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of 
fruit, yielding its fruit every month.  In Adam and 
Eve’s Garden, only two trees were singled out by 
name – the Tree of Life, and the one God 
commanded Adam and Eve not to eat from – the 
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  In our 
Eternal Garden, John sees only one tree, the Tree 
of Life and that’s because there’s no sin or evil in 
heaven.  No angel needs to guard this tree, we are 
all allowed access to it. 

As we take a closer look at this tree, besides being 
enormous – it grows on both sides of the river – it 
has an unusual characteristic for a tree.  This side 
of heaven no tree produces fruit every month of 
the year.  But this one does.  Doesn't that sound 
wonderful? 

• In heaven, we’ll have plenty to eat without ever 
having to shop. 

• In heaven, we’ll have all the spiritual 
nourishment we need. 

• In heaven, sin, with all its sadness, pain and 
death is gone forever. 



And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of 
the nations.  No longer will there be any curse.  All 
the suffering caused by Adam’s fall will come to an 
end.  The curse of sin, death, is gone, too.  Heaven 
perfectly restores the paradise Adam and Eve lost.  
There, we’re assured that eternal life flows forever 
from the water of life, and grows forever from the 
tree of life. 

(2) 

What will we do there?  If you imagine heaven as a 
boring place with nothing to do you are sadly 
mistaken.  There’s more: The throne of God and of 
the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will 
serve him.  They will see his face, and his name 
will be on their foreheads. 

Besides singing praise, our time in heaven will be 
spent serving God.  We don’t know exactly what 
that service will be.  But, because it’s mentioned in 
connection with the throne, it includes ruling with 
God. 

Knowing what we know about heaven – its 
perfection, absence of sadness, being in the 
presence of God – we can be sure that our service 
will be pure pleasure.  Part of that pleasure is 
seeing God face-to-face, or as Job confessed: “In 
my flesh I will see God.”  During our lives on earth, 
we enjoy God’s presence, but sin keeps us from 
seeing God.  If we did, we’d never live to tell about 
it. 

In our Eternal Garden of Eden, we’ll never wonder, 
"ls he there?" because we’ll always see him.  We 
belong to him and proudly wear his name. 

John continues with more: There will be no more 
night.  They will not need the light of a lamp or 
the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give 
them light.  And they will reign for ever and ever. 

Nighttime is dangerous.  Most crimes occur in the 
dark.  In heaven we’re completely safe – there 
aren’t any night times or darkness.  Time won’t be 
measured by spinning around the sun.  Since it’ll 
always be daytime you won’t need to be in a hurry, 
either.  Whatever we do, we’ll have an eternity to 
finish it.  And when it's done, we’ll have an eternity 
to enjoy it!  Heaven is such an amazing change 

from this world of shortages and busy schedules 
and pain and death! 

(3) 

How do we get there?  First, realize it's not because 
we deserve it, because we don’t.  Although our first 
parents had the Garden of Eden as their original 
inheritance, they rejected it. 

• The water of life?  “No thanks,” they said, 
“We’ll quench our spiritual thirst on the 
serpent’s statements.” 

• The tree of life?  “No thanks,” they said, “We’ll 
quiet our spiritual hunger by dining with the 
devil.” 

• The Lord as ruler and light?  “No thanks,” they 
said, “We’ll follow the wicked one, and plunge 
ourselves into darkness.” 

Sin, like every other human trait, Adam and Eve 
passed it on to all their offspring, to all of us.  
We’re sentenced to the eternal fires of hell and its 
unending pain and punishment. 

But the water of life – God’s grace – rinses us clean 
at our Baptism!  The water of life – flowing from 
the Lamb’s throne – forgives our sins daily!  The 
water of life – floats us right down Main Street 
Heaven!   

And the Tree of Life?  In the Genesis’ garden the 
fruit of that Tree of Life had the power to give 
unending life to those who ate from it.  The Tree of 
Life in Our Eternal Garden is the source of life for 
those who call heaven home.  It’s the only a source 
of everlasting life.  It is yours and mine by faith in 
Jesus Christ.  Faith in Jesus is how we get there. 

Wouldn’t you give up absolutely everything to hold 
onto this heavenly hope? 

Whatever was on your mind when you arrived here 
today, my prayer is that you’ll leave with your eyes 
fixed, your minds focused and your faith fastened 
onto Jesus Christ.  School will come to an end – so, 
study Christ!  Work will come to an end – so, serve 
Christ! 

And thank God that sickness and suffering, death 
and dying will also come to an end in Our Eternal 
Garden of Eden! 


