
November 7, 2021  –  Romans 3:19-28  –  Standing in God’s Courtroom 

 
In the courtroom you stand alone before the 
judge’s bench.  There’s no delicate or polite way to 
put this.  You’re guilty!  Everyone knows it.  You 
know it.  The judge knows it.  The jury knows it.  
The prosecuting attorney knows it. 

Suddenly, the courtroom turns silent.  Even the 
prosecuting attorney, who’s been shouting: 
“Objection,” or: “Guilty,” every time you speak, 
shuts his mouth and groans.  All heads turn as 
someone has entered the courtroom and 
approaches the judge’s bench.  He leans in and 
quietly whispers.  It was only a few words, but they 
must have been something special, because the 
judge immediately picks up his gavel, slams it down 
and declares: “Not Guilty!  Case closed!  You’re free 
to go!  Court adjourned!” 

What could this person have said that would cause 
such a quick decision?  How could you … so guilty … 
be innocent and free to go?  How could you … with 
all the evidence against you … be cleared on all 
charges?  You’re as shocked as everyone. 

Later on, you find out what he whispered to the 
judge: “Excuse me Father, I mean ‘your honor,’ I’m 
the substitute who paid in full the penalty for all 
their sins.” 

You’ve been Standing in God’s Courtroom.  And 
what I’ve described for you is the Bible’s word 
justification.  That’s God’s declaration that the 
sinner is not guilty because a substitute … his Son 
… paid the penalty for sins.  Our Lutheran 
Confessions calls justification the doctrine upon 
which the entire church and our salvation either 
stands or falls.  That teaching is beautifully laid out 
for us in Romans 3. 

There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.  While there are many things that are 
different and unique about each of us, there’s one 
thing that makes us identical.  Whether we’re 
sitting in God’s house, in our own house, or in the 
big house on death row, we’re all grouped together 
as sinners.  We’ve all sinned … “missed the bull’s 
eye on God’s target of perfection.”  We’ve all fallen 

short … “disqualified ourselves from God’s glory.”  
God doesn’t play favorites.  We’re all sinners. 

While we’re all grouped together as sinners, our 
lesson also groups us together in another category: 
justified ... “declared not guilty in God’s 
courtroom.”  God doesn’t play favorites.  We’re all 
justified. 

And if we get the notion that we’re even the 
slightest bit responsible for this, Paul stacks up 
term after term to eliminate that – all are justified 
… freely by his grace through the redemption that 
came by Christ Jesus. 

• Freely … at no charge. 

• By grace … as a gift. 

• Through redemption … the ransom paid to buy 
back. 

• By Christ Jesus … sin carried an extremely steep 
price that had to be paid for, and it was!  
God’s Son paid the ransom price.  His blood 
was so valuable it covered every sin of every 
sinner. 

When Paul says that we are all justified, we need 
to be careful not to misunderstand him, as though 
he was saying that all will be saved.  That would be 
false teaching. 

So, if God’s “not guilty” verdict is declared to all 
and offered to all.  Why aren’t all going to be in 
heaven?  As sinners, we retain the ability to resist 
God’s grace.  In stubborn unbelief many refuse to 
trust in Christ’s work.  Those who don’t will hear 
this gut-wrenching verdict: “Whoever does not 
believe will be condemned.” 

That’s why Paul stresses the absolute necessity of 
faith.  By faith a sinner receives God’s “not guilty” 
verdict as their very own.  That’s what our lesson 
repeatedly tells us: in v.22) through faith in Jesus 
Christ, in v.25) received by faith, in v.26) have faith 
in Jesus, in v.28) a person is justified by faith.  The 
“not guilty” verdict becomes our verdict by faith.  A 
lack of faith forfeits it. 

Faith is only beneficial when it has something to 
hang on to.  The One who was born in Bethlehem’s 



Stable, who died on Calvary’s Cross and rose from 
Joseph’s Tomb is the object of our faith.  Faith is 
not our contribution to God’s salvation’s plan.  
Faith is the empty hand that receives what God 
promises to us in Jesus. 

That why our assurance rests squarely on Christ’s 
work.  I, for one, am glad that our verdict in God’s 
Courtroom doesn’t rest on a religious experience, 
emotion or feeling.  As a pastor, I don’t stand at the 
bedside of a sick or dying Christian and ask: “Have 
you ever had a religious experience?” or, “How do 
you feel about your faith and salvation?”  Instead, I 
point to Jesus, confident that even at a time when 
feelings are filled with doubt and emotions are 
running low – God’s promises in Jesus are certain.  
Everything hinges on Jesus. 

We live in a DIY world.  So, it shouldn’t surprise us 
that many operate with a Do-It-Yourself religion.  
But that has to leave doubts, doesn’t it?  “Have I 
done enough?”  “Have I done it well enough?”  
“Have I done it long enough?”  “How much more do 
I need to do?”   

The fact that God has done it all – saved us, told us 
about it in his Word and brought us to faith – 
leaves no doubt.  That’s what brings comfort, 
security and confidence on the day of judgment – 
whether that’s the day we die, or the day the Lord 
returns. 

We all know God’s holy standards, the Ten 
Commandments.  He’s so perfect!  We’re so filthy!  
How could any of us present a heart without any 
pride and selfishness, anger and envy, lust and 
laziness? 

How could we possibly think of Standing in God’s 
Courtroom, let alone meeting his standards?  Look 
at how he came down on Mt. Sinai in thunder and 
lightning.  Look at his judgment against the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, or the flood in the days of 
Noah.  Look at his judgments on the Children of 
Israel when they wandered off. 

His law silences all our claims at being good 
enough, or having done enough, or trying hard 
enough.  God's law leaves us no excuse.  No one 
will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the 

works of the law.  If the law can’t declare us 
innocent, what good is it? 

God has a purpose in giving us his Law.  It’s so we 
would become conscious (aware) of our sin, and 
so that the whole world (including us) would be 
held accountable to God. 

We often hear that we need to hold ourselves 
accountable.  What about being accountable to 
God?  That’s terrifying … because he’ll hold us 
accountable for our every thought, word and 
action.  We could close our eyes and cover our ears 
and try to drown out the voice of our conscience.  
But we’re still accountable. 

God’s integrity requires a negative reaction to our 
sin, like any judge with integrity.  How long could a 
judge stay in a courtroom before being relieved of 
his duties for declaring guilty criminals innocent?  
How can a just God count guilty sinners, like you 
and me, innocent? 

The answer is wrapped in these words: "through 
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus."  No 
injustice is done if the payment for sin was made. 

At the cross, justice was served without 
compromising God’s integrity.  There Christ was 
punished for every sin from Adam and Eve until the 
Last Day, including all of yours and all of mine.  The 
Father can pardon sinners because your substitute 
paid in full the penalty for your sins.  By punishing 
his Son, we become his son, or his daughter. 

Let me ask you: What do you see as the greatest 
danger we face as Christians?  We could put 
together quite a list.  But how about this … 
rejecting Jesus by neglecting God's Word?  That’s 
the one that stands up in God's courtroom and 
spouts off: "Hey, God, everything's good between 
us, right?  I've learned enough about Jesus.  I’ll get 
back to you if I need you, or if I have the time." 

Don't ever take God's courtroom verdict for 
granted.  You’re justified!  You’re innocent!  You've 
heard it here before and you’ll continue to hear it 
here.  It’s the message faith holds on to so tightly, 
so you won't have to ever worry about Standing in 
God’s Courtroom! 


