
The Festival of Christmas Day - 2021 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

 

 

Welcome to St. Paul’s on Christmas Day!  It’s safe to say, no 
season of the Christian church year is greeted with greater 
anticipation than the Christmas season.  For Christians, this joy 

always centers on Jesus Christ.  Nothing brings Christians 
together quite like singing Carols and listening to Lessons.  This 
morning we’ll share that special closeness as we sing the joy of 
this happy season!  May your worship today make this a blessed 
and Merry Christmas!  

 

The Ringing of the Christmas Bells 

Luke’s Account of the Christmas Story 

Christmas Carol – Angels We Have Heard on High  (63) 
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Call to Worship 

Dear people of God, on this Christmas Day it is our privilege and delight to hear again the message of 

the angels and, in heart and mind, go to Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, 

which the Lord has made known to us – the Christ Child lying in a manger. 

But our iniquities have separated us from our God; our sins have hidden his face from us, so that 

he will not hear.  Our offenses are many, and we acknowledge our sins. 

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  He will not always accuse, 

nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according 

to our iniquities.  Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

Let the name of the Lord be praised.  Let us sing for joy to the Lord. 

Christmas Carol – Once Again My Heart Rejoices  (37 v.1,2,5) 
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Prayer 

O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only Son, Jesus Christ, 

grant that as we joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him 

when he shall come to be our judge, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Lesson – Genesis 3  (Reader: Dave Hintz) 

The Seed of the woman would be the Head Crusher. 

Special Selection / Sr. Choir – God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, 

For Jesus Christ our Savior was born upon this day, 

To save us all from Satan's power when we were gone astray:  Oh, tidings …  

 

From God our Heavenly Father a blessed angel came, 

And unto certain shepherds, brought tidings of the same, 

How in that Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name: Oh, tidings …  

 

The shepherds at those tidings rejoiced much in mind, 

And left their flocks a-feeding, in tempest, storm and wind, 

And went to Bethlehem straight way this blessed babe to find: Oh, tidings … 

 

But when to Bethlehem they came, where at this infant lay, 

They found him in a manger, where oxen feed on hay; 

His mother Mary kneeling, unto the Lord did pray: Oh, tidings of comfort and joy. 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, 

For Jesus Christ our Savior was born upon this day, 

To save us all from Satan's power when we were gone astray:  Oh, tidings … 

 

Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place, 

And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace; 

This holy tide of Christmas doth bring redeeming grace: Oh, tidings …  

Second Lesson – Isaiah 62  (Reader: Rich Winkler) 

The Redeemer comes to ransom and rescue his people. 
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Christmas Carol – Of the Father’s Love Begotten  (35) 

 

Third Lesson – Hebrews 1  (Reader: Jim Nygaard) 

God’s Son took on human flesh to free us from sin and rule forever. 
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Christmas Carol – Once in Royal David’s City  (50) 

 

Fourth Lesson – Titus 3  (Reader: Keith Schmidt) 

The Savior’s kindness is evident in his mercy  

Special Selection / Sr. Choir – Christmas Hymn 

Praise to God whose love was shown, who sent his Son to earth. 

Jesus left his rightful throne, became a man by birth. 

The virgin's baby Son, all creation praised Him, 

God incarnate come; come to Bethlehem 
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Still a higher call had He: Deliverance from our sins. 

Come to set all people free from Satan's hold within. 

For by the sin of man we fell by the Son of God 

He crushed the power of hell; death we fear no more. 

 

Now we stand with strength, with power the sons of God on earth. 

Faithful to the final hour, Christ's righteousness our worth. 

And now all praise is given 

For the babe, the Son, the Savior King is risen; Christ is Lord indeed. 

For the babe, the Son, the Savior King is risen; Christ is Lord indeed. 

Fifth Lesson – John 1  (Reader: Kurt Nygaard) 

The Word became flesh and lived with us. 

Christmas Carol – Away in a Manger  (68) 

[Sing v.1,2 with the organ / Sing v.3 without the organ] 

 

 

Christmas Day Message 

 

Born to Save Us 
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Confession of Faith – The Athanasian Creed  (Selected Portions) 

This creed is named after St. Athanasius, a loyal defender of the Christian faith 

in the fourth century.  It was prepared to help the Church combat the error 

that denied that Jesus Christ is true God and true man in one person. 

It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe 

that our Lord Jesus Christ also took on human flesh. 

Now this is the true Christian faith: 

  We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is both God and man. 

He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, 

and he is man, born in time from the nature of his mother, 

fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh, 

  equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father as to his humanity; 

and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two persons but one, 

  one, not by changing the deity into flesh, 

  but by taking the humanity into God; 

one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, 

but by unity in one person; 

for just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being, 

  so God and man are one Christ. 

He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty, 

  and from there will come to judge the living and the dead. 

This is the true Christian faith. 

Prayer of the Church for Christmas Day 

On this festive day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a Savior has been 

born for us.  For fulfilling your prophecies and sending our Savior, we sing our thanks and praise. 

Unto us a child is born!  Unto us a Son is given! 

What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become human, he was born to save us!  Even 

though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he was wrapped in strips of cloth and laid in a manger. 

Cause us to believe that this child, born as our substitute, is our Savior. 

In the middle of our joy, we are saddened that many people do not know that Jesus has come to bring 

them forgiveness and salvation.  As the shepherds spread the good news of the birth of the Savior 

born for the world, help us make use of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others 

of what we have seen and heard about this child. 

Grant that peace between God and his fallen world may bring comfort all. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions for ourselves and others. 

 Silent Prayer 

As the angels sang their praise, may we sing our praise every day, as Christmas remains in our hearts. 

Glory to God in the highest!  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

Amen. 

Christmas Carol – Come Your Hearts and Voices Raising  (42) 

 

 

All 

Women 

All 

Men 

All 


