
December 19, 2021 – Micah 5:2-5 – “O Little Town, God’s Chosen Town” 

 

Our country has some small towns that are well-
known because a historical event or a famous 
person is connected to it.  Towns like Plymouth 
Rock, Massachusetts; Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota; Waco, Texas; Gettysburg, Pennsylvania; 
Roswell, New Mexico and Columbine, Colorado are 
little in comparison to America's great big cities, 
but most have heard about them.  Mount Vernon, 
Virginia is tiny, but has a spot in history.  It’s the 
home of our first president. 
 
Bethlehem, the town mentioned in today’s lesson 
was also a small town, but its place in our salvation 
history is enormous.  It’s the one God chose to be 
the birthplace of his Son.  The prophet Micah 
makes God’s selection known 700 years before the 
actual event: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come for me one who will be ruler 
over Israel, whose origins are from old, from 
ancient times.”  So today we say: Bethlehem: “O 
Little Town, God’s Chosen Town! 
 
Just so there is no confusion, this is the Bethlehem 
of the clan of Ephrathah, near Jerusalem.  That 
distinguishes it from another Bethlehem, of the 
clan of Zebulon, up north near Nazareth. 
 
I don’t know if you know this, but Bethlehem does 
have a history.  
 

• Benjamin, Jacob and Rachel’s son, was born 
there.  Rachel was buried there.  She died 
giving birth to their son.  With her last breath 
she gave him the name Benjamin.  Benjamin 
means “son of my sorrow.” 

 

• Ruth, yes, that Old Testament book of the Bible 
Ruth, gleaned the fields of Boaz near 
Bethlehem.  Bethlehem is an appropriate 
name for this town since there were wheat 
and barley fields surrounding it.  Bethlehem 
means “house of bread.” 

 

• According to Jesus’ family tree in Matthew, 
chapter 1, Ruth had a grandson, Jesse.  She 

also had a great-grand son who one day 
would become royalty.  His name was David.  
Bethlehem is where the shepherd boy was 
born and later anointed by the prophet 
Samuel and became the greatest king of 
Israel. 

 

• Centuries later, a census by a Roman Emperor, 
Caesar Augustus, would bring a young couple 
who were engaged and pregnant and living in 
Nazareth, back to the hometown of their 
ancestor David.  The City of David would host 
the birth of the Savior of the world.  This was 
all part of God’s plan.  “O Little Town, God’s 
Chosen Town” 

 

• And shortly after that, in a jealous rage, King 
Herod, killed the innocent baby boys in and 
around Bethlehem in his crazy attempt to get 
rid of the one who would be the King of kings.     

 
Bethlehem may have been little among the clan-
cities of Judah, but in God’s eyes the part 
Bethlehem played in his and our salvation story 
was anything but little. 
 
This is the town out of which The One to be born 
“will come for me” – that is, come to carry out his 
Father’s saving purpose.  He would be Israel’s king 
and rule “over” them spiritually.  He wasn’t going 
to rule “in” Israel as their earthly king. 
 
As great as David’s kingdom was it came to an end.  
This King would replace David’s and establish his 
own which will last forever.  That’s why he had to 
be born in Bethlehem, the city of David. 
 
We can trace David’s family tree to when he was 
born.  This King had no beginning, his origins are 
from of old, from ancient times in the timeless of 
eternity.  David’s relative was also God’s eternal 
Son. 
 
The choice of little Bethlehem reminds us that 
we’re never too little or too insignificant for God to 
think about, to care for and bless.  It's God who 
chooses us in his undeserved love.  Our place in his 



kingdom doesn't depend on our greatness, but on 
his.   
   
The choice of little Bethlehem also reminds us that 
in all of life's uncertainties - God is in control.  
Ceasar Augustus played his role in getting pregnant 
Mary and her fiancée to Bethelhem, but all rulers 
bow before God.  All things he directs for our good 
— our eternal good.  The One “whose origins are 
from of old, from ancient times” is traveling with 
you now, and at the same time has gone before 
you into heaven. 
 
The last verse in today’s lesson includes a word 
that’s very popular in Christmas hymns and carols.  
It’s the word “peace.”  He will be our peace is only 
3 words in Hebrew, but volumes and volumes of 
books cannot completely uncover their glorious 
message and meaning.  A lifetime as a child of God 
cannot completely experience their full joy. 
 
What will bring peace?  People look for peace in all 
sorts of situations, in all kinds of places and things.  
Our peace is a he, a person.  Jesus the Savior will be 
our Peace, our Shalom, if you prefer the Hebrew.  
To do that he would have to repair and restore a 
hostile and broken relationship.  His death did that 
exact thing.  Once and for all he made peace 
between God and us, the guilty sinners we are. 
 
So now, his daily contact with his Father in heaven 
gives your conscience peace and you get a good 
night’s sleep.  Things are perfect between you and 
your God. 
 
His shepherd’s love and care allows you to live in 
peace in this shadowy valley of this world’s 
sadness. 
 
His death and resurrection will provide peace in the 
hour of your death. 
 
When you feel the weight of your guilt, the 
consequences of your failures and the burden of 
your sin, what a comfort Micah provides in these 
words: “He will be our peace”! 
 
No wonder the angels outside Bethlehem 
announced his birth with their heavenly chorus: 

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace 
good will to men.” 
 
This Christmas, thank God that Bethlehem … a little 
town, is God’s chosen town. 
 
 
 


