
December 12, 2021 
 

 

Welcome to St. Paul’s! 

We’re glad you are here! 

The Lord who once came near in a manger, now comes near in Word and 
Sacrament.  One day he will come near in judgment to humble his 
enemies.  There are two important truths here.  First, the urgent Advent 
call for us to repent.  Second, it gives us the comfort to know that we 
can still rejoice when we, as God's people, experience problems. 

 
 

Greeting  /  Signing and Passing the Friendship Register 
 

Opening Hymn – Prepare the Royal Highway  (702) 
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Common Service 
 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Confession of Sins 

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

 
 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Prayer and Praise 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Hymn of Praise – The Advent of Our King  (1 v.1,2,3,5) 
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Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty deliverance. 

Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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The Word 

First Reading – Zephaniah 3:14-17 

The prophet Zephaniah urges us to rejoice. Not only has the Lord taken away our punishment, 

but he will defeat all the enemies of God's people. 

14 Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel!  Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 

Daughter Jerusalem!  15 The LORD has taken away your punishment, he has turned back your 

enemy.  The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm. 
16 On that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands hang 

limp.  17 The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves.  He will take great 

delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with 

singing.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm of the Day – 14  (S) 

 

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 

     They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good.  
 

The LORD looks down from heaven on the sons of men 

     to see if there are any who understand, any who seek God.  
 

All have turned aside, they have together become corrupt; 

     there is no one who does good, not even one. 
 

Refrain 
 

Will evildoers never learn— 

     those who devour my people and do not call on the LORD? 
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You evildoers frustrate the plans of the poor, 

      but the LORD is their refuge.  
 

Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! 

     When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people, let Israel rejoice and be glad! 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit, 
 

as it was in the beginning, 

     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 

Second Reading / Today’s Message – Philippians 4:4-7 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!  5 Let your gentleness be evident to 

all.  The Lord is near.  6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  7 And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Verse of the Day 

Alleluia.  I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.  Alleluia. 

 

Gospel – Luke 3:7-18 

Who is Christ's enemy?  Anyone who refuses the gifts of his grace, received humbly in repentant faith. 

The Gospel according to Luke chapter 3. 

 
 

7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers!  Who 

warned you to flee from the coming wrath?  8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.  And 

do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’  For I tell you that out of 

these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.  9 The ax is already at the root of the 
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trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the 

fire.” 
10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 
11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and 

anyone who has food should do the same.” 
12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized.  “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 
13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 
14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.” 
15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 

possibly be the Messiah.  16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water.  But one who is 

more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.  He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his 

threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with 

unquenchable fire.”  18 And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed 

the good news to them. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Confession of Faith – Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Hymn of the Day – God’s Own Son Most Holy  (17) 

 

[Next Page] 
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Today’s Message 

 

In the Christmas Mood 
 

Hymn of Response – Now Sing We, Now Rejoice  (34) 

 

 

[Next Page] 
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Prayer of the Church 

During this advent season, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

For those who suffer for the name of Jesus, that our heavenly Father would look on them with 

compassion, giving them wisdom when pressured to compromise, providing for them when 

they suffer loss, granting courage when afraid and delivering them from evil, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

For those who share the name of Jesus and make known His saving name; that the Holy Spirit 

would open the ears of all who hear so they may repent, believe and rejoice, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For our homes, that God would provide companionship for those who are alone, strengthen 

marriages, equip parents to raise their children in love and faith while keeping children, first 

connected to you through baptism, close to your heart for a lifetime; and that, for Jesus’ sake, 

our homes would be places of patience, peace and prayer, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

For those in need of healing, that Christ would show mercy on them and bring health in His 

time and according to His will, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

For all who receive the Supper of Christ’s body and blood, that our Lord would watch over them 

and preserve in them repentant hearts, who firmly believing the words, “Given and shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins,” let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn – Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel  (23) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the Lord Comes Near 

The season of Advent is the 4-week period before Christmas that 

the Church uses to connect the two "comings" of Christ.  The 

first time the Lord came into our world as a tiny, helpless baby in 

a manger.  When Jesus comes again, it will be in all his power and 

glory with his angel army behind him.  May these 4 weeks lead us 

to see that the events of Jesus' first coming remove our fears 

about his second coming.  That’s why we are excited When the 

Lord Comes Near … 

11/28 … He humbles himself 

    12/5 ….. He humbles his people 

        12/12 … He humbles his enemies 

            12/19 … He lifts up the humbled 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School in Cudahy, Wisconsin 

A Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

December 12, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Worship + Comm 

Thursday .......... 30 ........ 28 

Sunday .............. 88 ........ 70 

    Total .......... 118 ........ 98 
 

Our Offerings 

Envelopes ............. $6,302.00 

Holidays .................. $460.00 
Hymnals .................. $150.00 

Memorial ................. $900.00 

E-Offerings ........... $2,186.85 

     Total ............... $9,998.85 

Our Organist 

Amy Preston 

 

Sunday (Dec. 12) 

 8:30 AM ...... Sunday School 

 8:30 AM ...... Bible Class 

 9:30 AM ...... Advent 3 Worship 
 

Monday (Dec. 13) 

 4:30 PM ...... Confirmation Class 

 6:30 PM ...... Bible Class 
 

Wednesday (Dec. 15) 

    4:30–6:00 PM…Holiday Feast 

 6:30 PM ...... Advent/Christmas Concert 
 

Thursday (Dec. 16) 
 6:30 PM ...... Advent 4 Worship 
 

Sunday (Dec. 19) 

 8:30 AM ...... Sunday School 

 8:30 AM ...... Bible Class 

 9:30 AM Sunday School Christmas / 

  Communion 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US! 

The wearing of masks and social distancing are not required in worship. 

Members who would prefer to wear a mask and distance are welcome to continue to do so. 

• Selected Pews … on the pulpit side will be spaced for those who may feel more comfortable distancing. 

• Hymnals and Bibles … will be available on tables at the back of church for those who would like to use one or 

both during the worship service.  Leave them in the hymnal racks when you are ushered out.  Someone will 

pick them up after the service.  You are welcome to bring your own if you would like. 

• Communion Distribution … members will gather at the front steps at the direction of the ushers.  Wafers will 

be distributed as members hold out a hand to receive it.  Individual cups on a tray will be offered.  (No 

common cup at this time.) 

• Offering Baskets … will remain in the back of church, moved from the last pew to a stand by each door. 

Some of us are vaccinated and some of us aren’t.  Some of us want to continue to wear masks and some of us 

don’t.  Therefore, we encourage you to make whatever decision is best for you and your family, and we ask you 

to continue to respect our brothers and sisters, out of Christian love, regardless of their decisions. 
 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

It is a blessing to assist parents with the Christian Education of their children through St. Paul’s School.  We 

provide a quality Christian Education for children ages 4 years through 8th Grade.  We are a Choice School.  Call 

the School Office (744-9771) for more information, or leave a message any time.  

Our Ushers 

Wednesday (12/15) 
M Coulhurst 

R Vircks 
 

Thursday (12/16) 

J Hansen 

R Stack 
 

Sunday (12/19) 

 J & L Nygaard 

A Henn 

J Doherty 

L Ubl 
 

Our Greeters 

Sunday (12/19) 

Kathy Hahn 

Michelle Helgeson 

 

Memorial 

In Memory of Dave DeMores, 

$900 has been given by family 

& Friends 
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2022 Offering Envelopes 

Offerings are one way God’s people 

respond to His grace and goodness.  

Your offering packs provide 

a weekly response for His 

daily blessings!  

Start using them:  Jan. 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

email: school@stpaulscudahy.com 

Principal Donald Kolander 744-9771 

dkolander@stpaulscudahy.com 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

email: church@stpaulscudahy.com 

Pastor Daniel Marshall 828-7320 

dmarshall@stpaulscudahy.com 

Glory to God 

Take a break from the hustle and bustle this 

Christmas season!  Find lasting joy and peace at the 

manger with books and gifts from Northwestern 

Publishing House.  

To order, visit www.nph.net or call 800-662-6022. 

 

Not Too Late to Sign-Up for the Feast 

There are 2 ways you can sign-up to attend the 

Holiday Feast.  1) Go to our St. Paul’s Website: 

stpaulscudahy.com and click on the Sign-Up Genius 

or,  2) Contact the Church office (414) 744-9988.  

Please let us know by the end of November. 

We’re always looking for volunteers to help serve, 

contact Rich Winkler at (414) 477-2138. 

While the delicious meal is prepared by our “Feast 

Team,” we leave the desserts to our expert bakers.  

We are in need desserts to finish off our feast.  

Please have them dropped off at church by 4:30 PM 

on December 15, the day of the Feast.  Thank You! 

 

 

 
 

Wednesday, December 15 served 4:30 – 6:00 PM 

Holiday Feast 
Purchase a New Hymnal for $25 

Would you like to purchase a hymnal for yourself, 

or for the church in honor of someone, or in 

memory of someone?  (A label will be attached to the 

inside front cover of a hymnal with that information.)  

Envelopes are available in the church entryway. 

125th Anniversary Cookbooks 

They make a great Christmas gift.  Cost: $5.00 

Available in the church entryway. 

Holiday Services 

Advent / Christmas Concert .................................... Wednesday, Dec. 15 at 6:30 PM 

Sunday School Christmas Service ................................... Sunday, Dec. 19 at 9:30 AM 

Grade School Christmas Eve Service ............................... Friday, Dec. 24 at 4:00 PM 

Christmas Day Festival of Carols ................................. Saturday, Dec. 25 at 9:30 AM 

Christmas One Worship .................................................. Sunday, Dec. 26 at 9:30 AM 

New Year’s Eve Communion / Candlelight Carols ....... Friday, Dec. 31 at 4:00 PM 

Christmas Two Worship ...................................................... Sunday, Jan. 2 at 9:30 AM 
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Please Note: 

Because of the 

additional holiday 

services there will 

be no Thursday 

evening services on 

Dec. 23 and 30. 

Thank You to Schmidt-Bartelt 

We thank Schmidt–Bartelt Funeral Services 
and Scott Koeske for: 

1) The 2022 calendars in the entryway. 

2) The 2 large white pointsettia plants near 

the altar. 

 

Thank You for the Festive Look 

Our Decorating Team did a terrific job both inside 

and outside of God’s House.  Special thanks to 

Tammy & Jim Nygaard, Gail & Dale Kolosovsky and 

Geri & Jim Hansen.  Your skills are appreciated! 
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