Address Correction Requested

Ash Wednesday is March 2

K4-K5 Round-up

Message and Meal
each Wednesday during
the 6 weeks of Lent.

Monday, Feb. 7, from 6:00 – 7:30 pm,
parents will have an opportunity to learn
more about our K4 & K5 programs.

(Times have not been finalized.)

If you have a child who is ready for school,
we invite you to join us. Also, if you know
of someone that is not connected to our
church, but who might be interested in
quality Christian education for their child,
please encourage them to attend our St.
Paul’s Roundup! Students must be 4 years
old by Sept. 1 to qualify for the K4 program!
Contact the school (414 744-9771) if you
have any questions.

New Hymnal

“Sure, I could try that!”

In the coming weeks, the new hymnals will be
showing up in the hymn racks. We are going to
take our time before we start to use them for
worship. At the end of each service, we’ll use a
little time to looking through them and identify
different features in them. You can take a look
at them when you arrive early for worship too.
A decision was made to only replace one hymnal
in each hymnal rack. When we removed the
hymnals during Covid and then returned them to
the back tables, we learned that most use the
printed service folder, or the video screens to
follow worship.
You can purchase a hymnal for yourself, or for
the church in honor of
someone, or in memory of
someone? (A label will be
attached to the inside front
cover of a hymnal with that
information.) The cost is
$25. Envelopes are
available in the church
office and entryway.

One of the reasons God has left you in this
world and placed you in this congregation
with other gifted people to use those gifts to
serve Him and others.
Each month 1 of the 6 areas of our
congregation’s organizational chart will be
highlighted. In some of the areas your gifted
sisters and brothers are currently serving
their Lord and His church. In other areas we
need people who are willing to say, “Sure, I
could try that!”
This month is Properties.
Chairman ...................................... Dave Hintz
Facility Care ........................................ vacant
Property Care .................... Duane Rickaby
Special Projects .................................. vacant
(Contact Pastor Marshall to find out
more about the vacant positions.)

Women’s Bible Study

Special Communion

Dorothy Schlueter has returned to Florida
until late Spring. The Women’s Bible study
won’t be meeting on the First and Third
Tuesdays of each month, until she returns
sometime in May. They meet at 9:00 AM and
again at 7:00 PM.

We re-started our Special Communion Service
and Meal in November and December. We met
on the second Thursday at 11:00 am.
People were comfortably distanced every other
pew and remain seated for this 40 min. service
of Scripture readings, hymns and sermon. Pastor
brings the Lord’s Supper to the pew.

Men’s Bible Study

A delicious meal was served
following the service in the
Fellowship Hall.

Andrea’s Restaurant (5921 S. Packard Ave.
- Cudahy) continues to be the spot for the
Men’s Bible Study on the First and Third
Tuesdays of each month. Rise and shine!
We meet at 6:15 AM.

We are taking the months of January and
February off because the weather is usually cold
or snowy or both. We meet again on
Thursday, March 10 at 11:00 AM.
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Church Council Meeting (1/25/2022)
In attendance: Rich Winkler, Dave Hintz, Rory Vircks, Ruben Villa, Don Kolander, Pastor Marshall
MMS&P to accept minutes of last December meeting / No membership changes
Pastor’s Report:
88 is the avg. weekend attendance during January. We are uncertain how many are watching from home.
2 Funerals: Sidney Prellwitz (on 11-29-2021 after 94 years of grace.)
Norman Dux (on 1-5-2022 after 87 years of grace.)
We discussed midweek Lenten services. We haven’t determined the times as we search for organists for
the 6 weeks. Lent starts on March 2. Lenten dinners will be served.
Discussion of once again using the common cup for communion, passing the blue bags for the offering,
having Fellowship (coffee and snacks) on the non-communion Sundays. No decisions were made as we
wait to see if the positivity rate falls in the months ahead.
Principal’s Report:
A copy of the emergency drill report to sent to the Wisconsin DOJ.
School Choice: The intent to Participate in the 2022-2023 school year form was submitted to the DPI.
We had one Choice student leave St. Paul’s in the fall when his family moved away. That will reduce the
last two Choice payments (February and May) by $4,000.
The Lakeshore Tournament was completed last weekend. Our A-Team Girls took 3rd place.
K4-K5 Round up is scheduled for Monday Feb. 7
We have information regarding a second round of EANS money being available. Our allocation is going to
be $58,687. We must show how we could spend it for Covid-related educational purposes.
We want to begin thinking about our school staffing needs for next school year.
Outreach / Discipleship / Member Ministry: Nothing to report. Worship: Hymnals coming soon.
Properties:
The 8 school furnaces (30 years old) used in the classroom section of our school are in need of replacement as more and more service calls are required.
Altar guild room lights repaired and new bulbs installed for behind the altar lighting.
Work Saturday: Feb. 5 from 8:00 am—Noon. Looking for helpers.
Colored glass expansion of the entryway / Chancel reconfiguration with communion rail discussed
Looking for replacements for 2 Church Council members.
Closed at 7:30 with Lord’s Prayer

Monthly Basics

Financial Picture

Expenses: $76,525.46 // Income: $53,622.11

Outreach ..................................... $1,600
Payroll (2 x per month) ....... $16,000
Health Insurance........................ $5,040
Pension ........................................ $3,020
Property Insurance ................... $1,300
Taxes (Federal/State Payroll) .. $6,400
Technology .................................... $300
Utilities......................................... $3,000
$52,660

The “Monthly Basics” are the major commitments we,
as a congregation, have each month. If our expenses go
over $60,000, then there are additional ones over the
basic ones.
Expenses were higher: Several of our December commitments were paid in early January. So, along with our
regular January commitments, we had double payments
for Outreach, Health Insurance and Pension, along with
a third payroll in January. That means we did transfer
$20,000 from savings. (We had placed $80,000 in savings from previous Choice checks.)
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Declutter Your Soul: 5 Things to Throw Out in 22
Do you like to hang on to things around the
house, or toss them out? Do you find it hard to
part with things, or do you enjoy decluttering
closets, crawl spaces, basements and attics?

of our hearts and fills our soul with his forgiving
love.

2) Shame – Even after God has cleared out the
guilt, we may continue to hold onto shame in our
hearts. Here’s the distinction between guilt and
shame. Shame is a focus on self. Guilt is a focus
on behavior. Shame says: “I am bad.” Guilt says: “I
did something bad.”

Experts tell us that one of the top projects many
take on in the new year is to get organized. So we
pull everything out of closets, cupboards and
cabinets and sort them by either tossing them out,
or donating what we no longer wear, need or use.

Guilt indicates our conscience is working and that
is helpful in our relationships with God and others.
When we feel guilt over something we did or said,
we can lay it before God and receive forgiveness.
When we’ve messed up with family or friend, we
should feel guilt, so we can go to them and
apologize.

What if we took that same approach to our hearts
and decluttered our souls? What do we have a
tendency to hold onto that harms our relationship
with God? What attitudes crowd our hearts and
leave little room for peace and joy? Consider
decluttering your soul of these five things:

1) Sin – As humans, we are no strangers to sin.

The devil and our own sinful nature can use shame
to make us feel that what we’ve done can’t be
forgiven. Thankfully, God’s Word continually
reminds us that his love is never based on our
behavior. His love is unconditional.

We all have flaws and make mistakes. We all
disobey God’s holy law. We blurt out hurtful
things. We rush through life focused on our own
needs and forget about others. We even neglect
our relationship with God.

The Old Testament is full of God’s judgments
against his people, Israel, who repeatedly ignored
his instructions. But even then, God reassured
them of his constant love: “Fear not; you will no
longer live in shame. Don’t be afraid; there is no more
disgrace for you. … For your Creator will be your
husband.” (Isaiah 54:4,5). This is what God is
saying to us, to declutter our souls of shame: “Yes,
I know you’ve messed up, but I still love you. You
don’t need to wallow in shame. I love you like a
husband loves his bride.”

These sins can weigh down our hearts. Even the
psalmist David experienced this: “When I refused to
confess my sin, my body wasted away and I groaned
all day long. Day and night your hand of discipline was
heavy on me. My strength evaporated like water in the
summer heat." (Psalm 32:3-4)
David felt the weight of his sins when he neglected
to confess them. That heaviness filled up the
closet of his heart and crowded out God’s grace.
But David knew the answer – clean out the closet!
He goes on: "Finally, I confessed all my sins to you
and stopped trying to hide my guilt. I said to myself, 'I
will confess my rebellion to the Lord.' And you forgave
me! All my guilt is gone." (Psalm 32:5)

3) Anxiety – Who doesn’t have anxiety? We
worry about our health and our families, our
finances and our careers. Those fears can fill up
our hearts and crowd out hope. God invites us to
get rid of the harmful anxiety. His Word tells us:
“Do not be anxious about anything; instead, pray
about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank
him for all he has done." (Philippians 4:6) God

Jesus took the punishment for all our sins, big and
small. When we confess the sinful actions we’ve
done and the harmful attitudes sticking around in
our hearts, God completely cleans out the closet
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Declutter Your Soul: Page 2
wants to declutter the anxiety that fills our hearts
and invites us to talk to him about every concern.
He even promises to pour something better into
our souls: “Then you will experience God’s peace,
which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace
will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ
Jesus.” (Philippians 4:7).

God knows that comparison will only leave us
feeling empty. That’s why he warns against that
harmful practice, “Pay careful attention to your own
work, for then you will get the satisfaction of a job well
done, and you won’t need to compare yourself to
anyone else.” (Galatians 6:4)
We can declutter our souls of comparison when
we focus on the blessings God has given us, rather
than on the things he’s given others. Ask God to
help us toss aside a tendency to compare our lives
to others. Your loving Father made you exactly as
you are for a reason. Be grateful for your life.

4) Bitterness – We’ve all been hurt. A friend
said something. A family member deserted us
when we needed them the most. We live in a
broken world with broken people. We can’t
escape pain. But that doesn’t mean we need to let
it pile up in our hearts. When we hold onto anger
and hurt, bitterness grows and squeezes out our
joy and peace.

Whether you clean out the closets in your home
or not, take some time to assess what you’ve
stored in your heart. Your heavenly Father invites
you to let Him remove the sin, shame, anxiety,
bitterness and comparison that gather in your
soul. Your Heavenly Father promises you He will
fill you with His joy, peace and grace.

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Ephesians: “Get rid
of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander,
… Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has
forgiven you.” (Ephesians 4:31-32)

Pastor Marshall

God doesn’t want us to fill our hearts with
bitterness and hate. After all, what kind of life is
that? We may think that by withholding our
forgiveness we’ll show them, but we’re really
storing up anger. We ask God in the Lord’s
Prayer to help us be as forgiving to others as he is
to us: “Forgive us trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us.” Storing up bitterness only
makes us miserable. Ask God to declutter any
bitterness from our souls.

Join the
Prayer Warrior Team
Would you be able to spare a small portion
of the time God gives you each week to
pray for others? We’d be happy to add you
to our “Prayer Warrior Team.” As a part of
the team you would receive a weekly email,
text or phone call with the names of those
you’d be privileged to carry to the Lord in
prayer.
If you would like to join the “Team,” contact
Paula Herbst, she’s the “Coach.” Contact
her at: (414) 744-3091 or email:

5) Comparison – After we’ve worked at
clearing guilt, shame, anxiety and bitterness out of
our hearts, what’s left? There’s still comparison
hiding in the corner. This is what leaves us feeling
inferior and dissatisfied.
We’re not content with our home when our
friend’s is 4,000-square-foot. We may look at the
career of a neighbor and feel inferior. When our
shape looks nothing like the shapes of a model or
an athlete, we feel we don’t measure up.
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SCHOOL NOTES & NEWS FEBRUARY 2022
K4-K5 Roundup
The annual K4-K5 Roundup is scheduled for Monday, February 7, 2022, from 6:00 – 7:30
PM. The evening will provide parents with an opportunity to learn more about our K4 &
K5 programs. If you have a son or daughter that is ready for school, then we invite you to
join us. Also, if you know of somebody that is not connected to our church, but who
might be interested in a Christian education at St. Paul’s for their child, please encourage
them to attend the 2022 Roundup! Students must be 4 years old by September 1 to qualify
for the K4 program! Please contact the school office if you have any additional questions or if you would like to
attend the February roundup (414-744-9771).

School Choice
Since 2018, St. Paul’s Lutheran School has participated in the Wisconsin School Choice program.
The program provides families that qualify with a voucher to pay for their child’s education.
Participation is based upon residency and family income. We thank God that he has provided this
avenue to help us to share the gospel with more families from the congregation and community.
More information about the program can be found on the Wisconsin Department of Public
Instruction website or by contacting our principal, Mr. Kolander (414-744-9771). Families must
apply during February, March, or April in order to qualify for the 2022-2023 school year.
Lakeshore Tournament
The 29th Annual Lakeshore Basketball Tournament was held on January 20 & 22. The tournament
featured A-Girls basketball teams from WELS schools throughout the Metro Milwaukee area.
Congratulations to Coach Villa and our girls for capturing the 3rd place trophy with a convincing win
over Star of Bethlehem!
Round Two of EANS
Last year, we shared the news that our school received funds from the government as
part of the Emergency Assistance to Non-Public Schools (EANS) act. As part of EANS,
St. Paul’s received over $50,000.00 that was used in a variety of ways. About $28,000.00
was given directly back to our school as reimbursement for purchases related to
technology and cleaning supplies to deal with COVID. In addition, we were able to
purchase additional Chromebooks and NEWLINE Boards for the classrooms. We just
found out that a second round of funding is being provided to schools across the
country. St. Paul’s has been awarded $58,687.00 under the new grant program. We will continue to update you as
to how this money will be used to strengthen the programs of our school.

Writing Fair
St. Paul’s Lutheran School is going to hold a Writing Fair / Book Fair on Friday, February 25. The evening
will include a chance to look at many pieces of writing done by the students of our school. We are also
going to have a presentation by Mary Schmal and Leanne Ross – the author and illustrator of the books
in the Children of the Light series! We hope you can join us for this event that will run from 6:00-8:00 PM!

WELS Women’s Retreat in Oshkosh — March 4-6
Sisters in Christ - you are invited to Oshkosh for the Pathways to Christ Retreat. on March 4-6.
Weekend Theme: Serve One Another Humbly in Love (Galatians 5:13)
Registration Options: Friday-Sunday / Friday & Saturday / Saturday & Sunday / Saturday Only
Pick up information on the entryway racks at church, or go to: http://pathwaystochrist.org
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February 2022
Sunday Usher Schedule
February 6

February 13

February 20

February 27

Terry Herbst

Darold Borree

Jim & Lucas

Hardy Dressler

Duane Rickaby

Jim Ziemann

Adler Henn

Ruben & Elijah

Kurt Nygaard

Diane Richter

Jerry Doherty

Rob & Robert
McMurphy

Will Roepke

Scott & Sophia
Wranovosky

Luke Ubl

Thursday Usher Schedule
February 3
Jim Hansen

February 10 February 17 February 24
Mike

Jim Hansen

Coulthurst
Roger Stack

Rory Vircks

Mike
Coulthurst

Roger Stack

Rory Vircks

Greeters
February 6

February 13

February 20

February 27

Dave & Tammy

Charlie & Ruth Price

Kathy Hahn

Kim & Carol

Dan & Linda

Jeff & Kim Nordby

Michelle Helgeson

Rich & Sharon

Substitute Ushers
Gary Roebke

Mike Mitchell
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Rich Winkler

1

22
Church Council
6:00 pm

14

Confirmation
Class 4:30 pm
Bible Class
6:30 pm

21

Confirmation
Class 4:30 pm
Bible Class
6:30 pm

28

Confirmation
Class 4:30 pm
Bible Class
6:30 pm

13

Sunday School 8:30 am
Bible Class 8:30 am
Worship W/Comm 9:30 am

20

Sunday School 8:30 am
Worship W/Comm 9:30 am
Comfort Quilts 1:00 pm

27

Sunday School 8:30 am
Bible Class 8:30 am
Worship 9:30 am

8

9

2

23

16

Wednesday
3

Worship 6:30 pm

24

Worship W/Comm
6:30 pm
Choir 7:30 pm

17

Worship 6:30 pm

10

Worship W/Comm
6:30 pm
Choir 7:30 pm

Thursday

February 2022

Men’s Breakfast
Bible Study 6:15 am

15

School Board
6:00 pm

7

Men’s Breakfast
Bible Study 6:15 am

Tuesday

Confirmation
Class 4:30 pm
Bible Class
6:30 pm

Monday

6

Sunday

Friday
4

25

18

11

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Sunday School 8:30 am
Bible Class 8:30 am
Worship W/Comm 9:30 am

8

5

26

19

12

Building & Grounds
8:00 am—Noon

Saturday

