
March 13, 2022 – Jeremiah 26:8-15 – “The Target” 

 
A king went hunting one day.  As he was walking 
through the woods, he was surprised to come 
across several trees which had targets painted on 
them.  Dead center in each of the targets was an 
arrow.  He told those hunting with him: “I must find 
this incredible archer and make him part of my 
special guard.”  As they searched for this person, 
they met a boy.  He was stepping away from 
another perfectly struck bullseye. 

The king asked: “Did you shoot these arrows, or did 
you stand next to the tree and push the arrows in 
from up close?”  The boy responded: “My king, I 
shot from 100 paces.”  The king insisted: “Please, 
you must join my special guard.  You are an 
amazing shot!  How did you learn to shoot so 
well?”  The boy explained: “I look squarely at the 
tree, hold my breath, and let the arrow fly.  Then I 
walk up to the tree and paint a target around the 
arrow.” 

Our world seems to think that if we don’t want to 
call something a sin (which in Greek means to miss 
the mark), we can move the target.  God gave us 
his Word.  It cannot change.  It does not move to 
satisfy our sinful wishes. 

All three of today’s readings speak of the eternal 
consequences of moving The Target.  We’re going 
to visit the Temple in Jerusalem and listen in as 
God’s faithful prophet, Jeremiah, explains how to 
keep the eyes of our faith focused on The Target.  
That will serve as our theme in three ways: 

1)  God is the Target. 
2)  God’s Word Tells Us When We’re Off-Target. 
3)  God’s Word Puts Us Back on Target. 

(1) 

First, let’s review what the aim of our faith, love 
and trust should be.  Our target is the Lord, right?  
We can’t go wrong on that.  We all know that the 
true God is the Triune God.  We all know that Jesus 
is our Savior.  Enough said, right?  But our faith is 
constantly being challenged.  Therefore, we have a 
constant need to focus and refocus our faith.  Paul 
warns us: “If you think you are standing firm, be 
careful that you don’t fall.”  If you think you 

couldn’t possibly lose sight of Christ, think again.  
Jeremiah says to Israel and to us: “Reform your 
ways and your actions and obey the LORD your 
God.” 

What was happening in Jerusalem?  Why was 
God’s anger burning so hot that he threatened to 
destroy his own people and his temple, in the city 
he called home?  If we flip back a few chapters, we 
find out why the Lord was so upset and what he 
had Jeremiah tell the people: “Will you steal and 
murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn 
incense to Baal and follow other gods you have 
not known, and then come and stand before me 
in this house, which bears my Name, and say, ‘We 
are safe’ -- safe to do all these detestable things?  
Has this house, which bears my Name, become a 
den of robbers to you?  But I have been watching! 
declares the LORD.” 

The Jews knew the name of the Lord, just like we 
do, but it had lost its meaning.  They thought by 
mentioning God’s name they would be protected.  
They thought as long as they visited the Temple 
from time-to-time, God would let their sinful 
actions go.  They proved they didn’t really know 
the God behind the name.  When it comes to sin, 
he never looks the other way. 

Knowing the name of the Lord, but not 
understanding him or what he wants.  There’s 
always that same danger for us.  Though we trust 
in God as the source and guide for living, the devil 
and our sinful flesh try to distort what the eyes of 
our faith see, along with how we understand God’s 
will in our lives.  They want us to move The Target. 

Every day … in the news, on TV, on the job, at 
home, at school, we are constantly exposed to this 
world’s godless view of things. 

Has the world affected your thinking? 

• Do you, at times, find yourself unable to answer 
someone who is arguing in favor of abortion?  Was 
their argument persuasive?  Were you tempted to 
agree with them?  Did they succeed in making you 
think that the rights of the mother outweigh the 
rights of the living soul within the mother? 



• Do you, at times, find yourself unable to answer 
someone who is arguing in favor of evolution?  
Was their argument persuasive?  Were you 
tempted to agree with them?  Did they succeed in 
making you think that a God creating everything 
and everybody in 6 days, 24 hours each, doesn’t 
agree with “The Science”? 

• Do you, at times, find yourself unable to answer 
someone who is arguing against marriage?  Was 
their argument persuasive?  Were you tempted to 
agree with them?  Did they succeed in making you 
think God made a mistake when he established and 
limited marriage to one man and one woman, who 
can provide their children with the proper roles of 
man and woman? 

Do you see how the world and its way of thinking 
can change The Target?  We’re tempted to 
approve of things God doesn’t; and for some 
reason think God now either approves, or looks the 
other way. 

(2) 

Yes, God’s Word is very good at identifying sin.  It is 
very clear in telling us we are off-Target.  Missing 
the target is a literal translation for the word sin.  It 
is sin that leads the world astray.  It is sin that 
lowers our sights to false ideas about God and his 
will.  It was sin that caused God to threaten to 
unleash his anger on Jerusalem and the Temple 
during Jeremiah’s time. 

Just because God’s Word is good and clear at 
pointing out sin doesn’t mean we like to hear it.  
The people of Jerusalem didn’t like hearing what 
God had to say through Jeremiah: “Why do you 
prophesy in the LORD’s name that this house will 
be like Shiloh and this city will be desolate and 
deserted?”  Their solution?  “This man (Jeremiah) 
should be sentenced to death because he has 
prophesied against this city.”  And all the people 
crowded around Jeremiah in the house of the 
LORD. 

How off-Target can you get?  They want to kill 
God’s prophet for proclaiming God’s Word to God’s 
People in God’s House. 

What did God mean when he said he would make 
the temple like Shiloh?  When Joshua led Israel 

into Canaan, he chose Shiloh as Israel’s religious 
center.  The Tabernacle (their Temple for the past 
40 years) was set up there and the Ark of the 
Covenant was set inside the Holy of Holies of the 
Tabernacle. 

But, after Joshua’s time the Israelites began to use 
the Ark as a good luck charm, rather than trusting 
in the God of the Ark.  Ultimately, the Ark was 
captured by the Philistines and Shiloh was 
destroyed by the Philistines.  Shiloh was the place 
Israel lost its connection to God.  Shiloh was a 
reminder: This is what happens when God’s people 
stop listening to God.  When God said: “This place 
will be like Shiloh,” he meant Jerusalem would lose 
its connection to God if they didn’t listen to 
Jeremiah and repent. 

Is God pleased if we attend church, only to forget 
what was said before we get home?  Is a picture of 
folded hands in our home good enough, or does 
God want us to actually pray?  Do cross earrings or 
necklaces make us Christians, when we refuse to 
listen to and then act on God’s Word in our lives? 

There will always be temptation in this world.  That 
sly enemy the devil won’t give up trying to get us to 
place our faith in something, anything, other than 
God.  He wants us to keep our Bible’s closed, 
because the Bible tells us when we’re off-Target. 

(3) 

When we are off-Target, God’s Word will let you 
know.  God’s Word will also put us back on Target.  
We’re reminded of that in Paul’s letter to Timothy: 
All Scripture … is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness.  

God wants us to trust him.  He’s always proven 
himself faithful.  He wants us to keep the eyes of 
our faith squarely on The Target. 

We’re so easily distracted.  Jesus came to save 
those who miss the mark by living the perfect life, 
always hitting The Target.  His perfect aim is 
counted as ours. 

Then Jesus allowed himself to become The Target 
… of God’s anger at sin.  He died to absorb all the 
punishment for sin so we’d never feel a thing. 


