
Exodus 3:1-15 – “Who Am I?” – March 20, 2022 
 

Can you solve these “Who am I?” riddles? 

• I have no eyes.  I have no legs.  But I help 
move the earth.  (I’m an earthworm.) 

• I can run but never walk.  I have a mouth but 
never talk.  I have a bed but never sleep.  
(I’m a river.) 

If you did a “Who am I?” riddle about yourself, 
what unique or special things would you include in 
your riddle to describe yourself? 

If you did a “Who am I?” riddle about God, what 
unique or special things would you include in your 
riddle to describe God? 

Today’s lesson about the burning bush is God’s 
answer to the “Who am I?” question. 

Before we get to God’s answer to the “Who am I?” 
question, let’s spend a little time with Moses.  I’m 
sure he wondered: “Who am I?”  “Am I Jewish or 
Egyptian?  Am I a slave or royalty?”  Moses was 
born to Jewish slaves, then Pharaoh’s daughter 
found him in a basket in the Nile River and adopted 
him.  He grew up in Pharaoh’s palace, but he never 
forgot his Jewish roots. 

By the time Moses turned 40, he thought he had 
the answer to: “Who am I?”  He thought he was 
ready to be Israel’s leader.  He based that on killing 
an Egyptian who made life miserable for his 
people. 

While Moses was sure of who he was, the Israelites 
weren’t so sure.  Moses killed an Egyptian, then 
tried to break up a fight between two Israelites.  
“Who are you?  Are you a killer or a leader?” 

Moses’ secret got out.  He’s had to leave Egypt.  On 
his way to Midian, he rescued a man’s daughters 
who were being harassed by some shepherds.  In 
gratitude, Jethro gave his daughter, Zipporah, to 
Moses in marriage.  Moses spent the next 40 years 
there as a shepherd.  How often did: “Who am I?” 
come up over these 40 years of his life?  Am I a 
failed leader, a murderer, a shepherd? 

One day as Moses was looking for green pasture 
for some sheep he found a bush on fire.  A miracle 
bush because it didn’t burn up.  This place is called 

Horeb, the mountain of God.  That’s significant.  
Moses would return to this very spot in a month or 
two.  God would give his people the Ten 
Commandments on one of Horeb’s peaks, after 
freeing them from Egypt.  That peak was called Mt. 
Sinai. 

We’re told the angel of the Lord spoke to Moses 
from the flames of that bush.  This is not a created 
angel.  It’s the OT name for the Second Person of 
the Trinity, before he came to earth as a baby. 

God knew who Moses was, and then goes on the 
explain a little bit about himself: I am the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  The same God who 
spoke to Israel’s forefathers long ago now speaks 
to Moses from the flames with this message: I am 
sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the 
Israelites out of Egypt. 

“Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring 
the Israelites out of Egypt?”  Moses’ expression 
must have was priceless: “You want ME to do 
WHAT?”  This is a different Moses.  40 years earlier 
he wanted to take on this job all by himself.  Now, 
at 80, he doubts he can do the job.  40 years as a 
shepherd had taught him a lesson in humility.  
Something he’d need for the next 40 years as 
Israel’s leader. 

If your house was on fire, would you want your 80-
year-old neighbor to come and rescue you, or a 
younger firefighter who’s wearing all of his gear?  
The answer is obvious.  Wouldn’t God have been 
better off with a younger man with a military 
background, and give him an army to rescue his 
people, rather than Moses, who was past his 
prime? 

God didn’t think so.  Which gets us to the heart of 
today’s lesson.  It didn’t matter who Moses was.  
What’s important is who God is.  He explains that 
to Moses when he promised him: “I will be with 
you.” 

That’s nice, but Moses still wondered: “Who are 
you?”  So that Israel could be sure Moses wasn’t an 
impostor and that this is the true God, God tells 
Moses who he is from the bush: “I AM WHO I AM.” 



That clears everything up, doesn’t it?  What kind of 
name is “I AM WHO I AM?”  How would this name 
give Moses’ strength for his mission, and the 
Israelites confidence in Moses’ leadership? 

Since “I AM” seems confusing, and it’s God’s own 
revelation of himself.  Let’s let him explain. 

“I” means I’m a personal being, not some far away 
force somewhere out there.  I heard the cries of my 
people.  I saw their misery.  I decided to use my 
power and my grace to do something about their 
situation. 

“I” means I hear your cries and your prayers, too.  I 
see what misery you’re heading into, you’re 
currently in, or coming out of.  I decide to use my 
power and my grace to do something about your 
situation. 

‘I AM” means I am absolutely independent.  I don’t 
depend on you or anyone else to accomplish my 
will.  I often refer to myself as “I AM.”  In 
Revelation: “I AM … the Alpha and Omega.”  In the 
Gospels: “I AM … the Good Shepherd.  I AM … the 
Bread of Life.  I AM … the Light of the World.  I AM 
… the Resurrection and the Life” … to name a few. 

“I AM WHO I AM” was my way of reassuring 
Moses and the Israelites that the promises I gave to 
their forefathers hundreds of years earlier were 
still effect.  I hadn’t forgotten that I had called 
them to be my people.  And now I’ll keep my 
promise and take them to the Promised Land, or, 
as I like to call it a land flowing with milk and 
honey. 

When Moses went to Horeb, he stood on holy 
ground.  The ground wasn’t any different from the 
rest around there.  But because I met a sinner 
there, I asked Moses to show respect and remove 
his shoes. 

When you enter your church do you show respect?  
You’re on holy ground.  Each sinner meets their 
God.  You “take off your sandals” when you take 
your mind off today’s distractions and tomorrow’s 
to-do-list and pay attention to the message and 
music of worship. 

When you come forward for the Lord’s Supper, 
you’re on holy ground.  Although you only taste a 

bit of bread and wine, each sinner meets their God 
to have their sins removed. 

Your dinner table at home is holy ground when you 
pull out your Bible, or read Bible stories, or help 
your child with memory work. 

Many have wondered why I chose Moses?  You’re 
right.  He didn’t deserve to be Israel’s leader, but 
that was my choice to make.  It all goes back to my 
name 

Let’s be honest here, you don’t deserve to be my 
children, either.  In your Scripture Lesson, Paul 
warned you not to be like the Israelites when they 
tested me on the way to the Promised Land by 
grumbling.  And yet, in spite of that warning …  

• You thank me for the warmer weather, but you 
still find reasons to complain about 
something else. 

• You bow your heads to thank me for your 
meals, but you still complain about eating 
your veggies. 

• You pledged your undying love to your spouse 
on your wedding day, remember you invited 
me?  But instead of being happy for my gift to 
you, you get irritated by the slightest thing 
they do. 

Have you ever gone on a trip with someone who is 
constantly complaining about the food, the 
weather, the hotels, the roads?  Now you can 
understand how I feel. 

There’s a reason I put up with Moses and there’s a 
reason I put up with you.  It’s my name.  Here’s a 
little bit more for you.  The Hebrew letters that 
form “I AM” are the same letters used in my 
Hebrew name Yahweh or Jehovah, which 
translated is “Lord.” 

That’s my special name, it identifies me as the God 
of free and faithful grace.  I like my name.  It 
reminds you that I kept the promise I made to 
Adam and Eve and sent a Savior.  And it reminds 
me and you that I’m sticking to my promise that I 
made to forgive you. 

“I AM who I AM!  I AM for you.  I AM with you.  I 
AM with you always.” 


