
Easter Festival – April 17, 2022 – Easter’s “Empty” Promises – John 19:38-20:8 

 
If you asked anyone, they would prefer to have 
something “filled” rather than “empty” every time. 

• An empty cupboard and fridge are not good 
news.  Filled ones are. 

• An empty bank account is not good news.  A 
filled one is. 

• A gas gauge pointing to E is not good news.  
One pointing to F is. 

• A child who says: “It’s empty” after finding their 
Easter Basket is not good news. 

• A person breaks a promise to you.  Their words 
are empty. 

 
We’d much rather have something “filled” than 
“empty.”  Is that true every time?  On Good Friday, 
the cross was “filled” with the suffering and dying 
body of Jesus Christ.  At sunset his dead body 
“filled” the tomb.  Maybe, just maybe “filled” isn’t 
always good news.  And, if that’s the case, then 
maybe “empty” isn’t always bad news. 
 
Our Easter message is all about examining 3 things: 
an empty cross, some empty clothes and an empty 
tomb.  As we do, we’re going to come to the 
conclusion that because each is “empty,” God’s 
promises are not.  Let’s call these Easter’s “Empty” 
Promises.   
 

(An Empty Cross) 
A few verses before our Easter Gospel, John stated 
that when those Roman soldiers on crucifixion 
detail came to Jesus, who had been hanging on the 
cross for 9 hours, they found him dead.  These 
were professionals.  They would know.  The fact 
that one of those soldiers still jammed the spear 
into Jesus’ side only gives us additional proof that 
Jesus died on the cross.  John knew exactly what 
happened because he saw it. 
 
If no one claimed Jesus’ body, the soldiers would 
have taken his corpse from the cross and tossed it 
into a pit with other unclaimed bodies after an 
execution.  But instead, Joseph or Arimathea, a 
member of the Jewish council, approached Pontius 
Pilate to ask for Jesus’ body.  Joseph was 

accompanied by Nicodemus, another member of 
the Jewish council. 
 
This isn’t the first time we’ve met Nicodemus.  Back 
in John chapter 3, after an evening visit with Jesus, 
Jesus shared the most memorable of all gospel 
truths: “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” 
 
Besides serving on the Jewish council, Nicodemus 
and Joseph had something else in common.  Their 
faith in Jesus.  Until now they kept it a secret.  They 
were afraid of the Jewish people, and their buddies 
on the Jewish council.  But they broke their silence 
and stepped forward to arrange Jesus’ burial. 
 
According to Jewish custom, they packed lots of 
spices around Jesus’ body and then wrapped it 
carefully in strips of linen.  Because they were 
running out of daylight … the Sabbath began at 
sundown … and Joseph had a new tomb near the 
execution sight, it made a convenient spot to lay 
Jesus’ body to rest.  History tells us the cross was 
empty. 

 
(Some Empty Clothes) 

Mary Magdalene returned with more spices at 
sunup on Sunday to finish what Joseph and 
Nicodemus began before sundown on Friday. 
 
What about the large stone that covered the 
entrance to the tomb?  How would Mary or a small 
group of women move it?  She and others had 
expressed concern about it, but it didn’t stop her 
from setting out while it was still dark.  To her 
shock and surprise, the stone was no longer there.  
Scripture reports what happened.  An angel didn’t 
merely roll the stone back in its groove to open the 
tomb.  The Greek word indicates the angel picked it 
up and tossed it away from the tomb.  It ended up 
laying flat on the ground. 
 
Her shock at the stone was nothing compared what 
happened next.  She never did step foot in the 
tomb, but she saw the tomb was empty.  So she 



headed back to tell Peter and John and gave them 
this shocking news: grave-robbers took Jesus’ body. 
 
Thank God she was wrong.  After a lengthy sprint, 
Peter and John saw the proof: the cloths which 
Nicodemus and Joseph wrapped around Jesus’ 
body were lying there.  And the cloth which 
wrapped Jesus’ head was folded nicely all by itself. 
 
You don’t have to be a detective to know grave-
robbers didn’t do this.  Either they would have 
grabbed the body and not bothered to remove the 
funeral wrappings, or they would have been in 
such a hurry, they would not have folded them us.  
Some empty burial clothes were left behind and 
lying there folded. 
 

(An Empty Tomb) 
We read, treasure and cherish all the Scripture 
passages which tell us that Jesus lived, suffered and 
died for us and for our salvation.  We devote a 
great deal of time to teaching children and adults 
that “Christ died for our sins,” and we should.  By 
comparison, does our teaching that ”Christ was 
raised again on the third day,” get as much time?  
Do we read, treasure and cherish all the passages 
that speak about his resurrection the rest of the 
year – and not just on Easter? 
 
We don’t consciously overlook the resurrection of 
Jesus.  But we need to make absolutely sure we’re 
giving Christians and ourselves the full assurance 
which the resurrection of Jesus offers. 
 
Yes, mention the sinless life Jesus led as our 
substitute, and his innocent death on the cross to 
cover our sins, but don’t stop there.  If we did, 
that’s like a lawyer failing to bring in the “clincher” 
– the clearest and most compelling evidence to 
prove his point.  Don’t fail to deliver the “clincher” 
– the resurrection of our Lord.  The hope of our 
own resurrection rests squarely on the resurrection 
of our Lord.  The tomb was empty. 
 
When John saw the signs – an empty cross, some 
empty clothes and an empty tomb, he believed.  
That what Easter’s “Empty” Promises are intended 
to do. 
 

Easter’s “Empty” Promises means that Jesus’ 
promise made: to seek and save the lost and give 
his life as a ransom for many, was promise kept.  
The same goes for any and all of his other 
promises. 
 
Easter’s “Empty” Promises means he came so that 
you may have life and have it to the full.  So full 
that it will continue on into heaven when we face 
death, or stand next to a casket of a loved one who 
fell asleep in Jesus.  You have a full life now and 
forever. 
 
Easter’s “Empty” Promises means he’s paved the 
way for your own resurrection: “I am the 
resurrection and the life, the one who believes in 
me will live even though they die and whoever 
lives and believes in me will never die.”  If our 
leader came back from the dead, it’s a guarantee 
that we, his followers, we’ll exit our graves. 
 
Empty is always bad news.  In fact it can be the 
best news we’ll hear.  An empty cross, some empty 
clothes and an empty tomb is a perfect reminder 
that our living Lord blesses us and cares for us in 
more ways than we can count. 
 
Which gives me an idea.  I have an assignment.  
We’ve already sung Easter hymns, some were new, 
some were familiar.  As you sing more of them 
today and the weeks to come, take note and count 
those blessings.  That way you won’t forget or take 
for granted Easter’s Empty Promises. 
 
 
 


