
Easter 2 – April 24, 2022 – The First Words of Jesus 

 
The first words that someone speaks are often 
remembered.  Parents can usually remember the 
first words that their child spoke as they began to 
talk.  What were the first words spoken when 
humans stepped foot on the moon?  What was the 
first message sent by telegraph?  What were the 
first words spoken on a telephone? 
 

• “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap 
for mankind.” 
    Neil Armstrong (July 20, 1969) 

• “What hath God wrought?” 
    Samuel Morse (178 years ago today.) 

• “Mr. Watson – come here – I want to see you.” 
    Alexander Graham Bell (146 years ago) 

 
Last Sunday we celebrated Easter.  This Sunday 
we’re celebrating Easter.  We’re celebrating it 
every Sunday.  It’s too important to forget.  Why 
else would the early Christians change the day of 
worship – which had been Saturday for 1,500 years 
– to Sunday?  Because Jesus defeated our arch-
enemies.  Sin, Satan and death lost.  It's important 
that we remember the first words Jesus spoke 
then, while figuring out how they impact our lives 
now. 

John 20:11-18 
1 - Jesus Dries Our Tears 

Early on a Sunday morning some of Jesus’ followers 
head to the cemetery to complete what they 
couldn’t finish before sundown on Friday, when the 
Sabbath began.  They didn’t have time to do the 
full treatment of spices and perfume on Jesus’ 
corpse. 
 
When the women got to the grave, they were 
pleasantly surprised – the stone wouldn’t be an 
issue.  It had been moved.  Their surprise turned to 
shock when they noticed something was missing – 
Jesus’ body.  All the women hustled back to 
Jerusalem to tell the disciples, all except Mary 
Magdalene. 
 
She stood outside the tomb with tears streamed 
down her cheeks.  As she gathered up the courage 

to look inside again, she was shocked, again.  It 
wasn’t empty like the first time she peaked in. 
 
Two men in white were sitting there, and asked 
her, "Why are you crying?"  That’s an odd 
question.  At a funeral you don’t ask someone why 
they’re crying?  But this wasn’t a funeral.  Then a 
stranger standing behind Mary asked her the same 
question, "Why are you crying?" 
 
It only took one word for her to realize this was the 
One who had been in that tomb.  “Mary,” was one 
of Jesus’ first words.  Her response was also one 
word: “Teacher.”  She wanted to hug him and hold 
him, but instead, Jesus gave her an assignment: Go 
and tell the disciples that he was heading back to 
his Father and their God. 
 
Jesus’ first words dried up Mary’s tears.  Relief and 
joy filled her eyes.  Jesus was alive. 
 
We have tears – in hospitals and at cemeteries.  
The daily problems and pains of life make our eyes 
cry.  Our sins make our hearts cry. 
 
Like Mary, we need to hear the risen Savior’s 
question, “Why are you crying?”  We need to hear 
him call our name.  We need the assurance that his 
tomb is empty and he’s alive and well.  He’s our 
Savior from every sin.  He’s our helper in every 
situation.  He’s our conqueror of death. 
 
Jesus Dries Our Tears.  Oh, sure, we’ll still cry when 
a loved one dies.  But it won’t be a hopeless cry.  
We’ll be seeing our loved ones who fall asleep in 
Jesus again in heaven.  In the meantime, our Lord 
has assignments for us every day until the day 
comes when our eyes will never tear up again.  
Because of Christ’s resurrection we should be 
among the world’s most joyful people. 

Matthew 28:8-10 
2 - Jesus Calms Our Fears 

The women headed back to Jerusalem to tell Jesus’ 
disciples what they didn’t see – the body of Jesus.  
It turns out the missing Jesus wasn’t so missing.  He 
appears to them and says: "Don’t be afraid.” 



 
When something occurs that is unexpected we get 
afraid.  The unknown confuses our minds and 
frightens our hearts. 
 
Jesus comes to us on this weekly reminder of 
Easter, and says the same thing to us: "Don’t be 
afraid."  That’s easy for him to say!  He’s the 
almighty Son of God.  Nothing scares him, not even 
death. 
 
Death, when the body and soul separate, scares us.  
God didn’t create humans to die.  Sin took care of 
that.  Being afraid is a common human reaction to 
many things, including death. 
 
That’s why there are so many places in the Bible 
where God tells us NOT to fear and DON’T be 
afraid, like here.  If you counted up all the times 
God tells us NOT to fear, or DON’T be afraid, you’d 
come up with an interesting number.  You’d come 
up with one for each day of the year.  That’s right, 
God tells us those words 365 times in his Word. 
 
Jesus Calms Our Fears!  We don’t have to fear 
living – he’s living with us.  He’s in control.  He’s 
guiding our lives. 
 
 And we don’t have to fear dying, either.  Jesus 
defeated death.  We don’t have to be afraid when 
we experience a life-threatening illness or even a 
life-ending disease.  Jesus came back from the 
grave.  By faith we’ll share in that same victory. 
 
You are a forgiven child of God.  You have an 
inheritance in heaven.  You have the guarantee of 
everlasting life.  There’s a reason and purpose for 
everything that occurs in your life and your living 
Lord is in charge.   He knows what he’s doing and 
it’s always what’s best for you. 
 
When you face something that scares you, even 
death, think of some more of Jesus’ first words, 
"Don’t be afraid." 

Luke 24:25-31 
3 - Jesus Patiently Hears 

Don’t you get it?  Why don’t you understand?  
What’s wrong with you?  It’s so simple!  Ever tried 
to explain something to someone and they just 

couldn’t get it?  It’s frustrating.  You get it.  Why 
can’t they? 
 
On Easter afternoon, two of Jesus’ followers 
walked the 7-mile trip back home to Emmaus.  
They discussed the incredible events that had 
taken place over the past 3 days.  Some women 
even reported the grave was empty.  These two 
disciples talked about it, but they didn’t 
understand what it all meant, or how the pieces fit 
together. 
 
That’s when a stranger joined them on their walk.  
He overheard them discussing things and asked 
them what they were talking about?  How could he 
not know what happened over the past three 
days?  It got completely dark in the middle of the 
day.  There was earthquake.  Some people even 
reported seeing their dead relatives alive.  These 
two disciples didn’t know if it was true, what it 
meant, or how the pieces fit together. 
 
What’s so interesting, is that while they thought 
they were filling the stranger in with information, it 
was actually the stranger who was filling them in.  
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, 
he explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself. 
 
More first words from Jesus.  This time it was THE 
Word of God from Genesis through the OT 
prophets.  Those prophecies had to be fulfilled and 
those promises kept in order for the Savior to 
accomplish his mission to save sinners. 
 
It wasn’t until the stranger accepted their dinner 
invitation and sat down to eat with them that they 
recognized he was no stranger.  It was Jesus.  He 
was so patient, explaining everything to them - 
who didn’t always get it. 
 
Have you ever thought about how patient the Lord 
is with you?  Over and over again your Savior 
comes to you in his Word and Sacrament to teach 
again and explain again what he’s already told you 
hundreds and hundreds of times before - "I love 
you."  “I forgive you."  “I’m alive!”  “I’m with you!” 


