
Philippians 3 – April 3, 2022 – “I Want to Know Christ!” 

 
Don’t you hate it when you forget things? 

• Like the thing you went down the basement 
steps for only to forget what it was when you 
got there? 

• Or, the name of that person, who asks, 
“Remember me?” when you bumped into 
them at the store? 

• O, that class assignment you suddenly 
remember when asked to “please pass it 
forward”? 

• Or, when you’re preaching your sermon and 
can’t remember what you were going to say 
next? 

Don’t you hate it when you forget things? 
 
While forgetting those things may be inconvenient 
or embarrassing for us, the Apostle Paul tells us 
that forgetting Jesus is the worst thing that could 
possibly happen to us. 

• Forgetting Jesus separates us from God forever. 

• Forgetting Jesus makes our soul’s final 
destination hell. 

• Forgetting Jesus makes his own words painfully 
clear: Whoever does not believe will be 
condemned. 

That’s why the Apostle Paul stresses: “I want to 
know Christ.”  And, so that we, Paul’s readers, 
won’t forget it either, let’s say it together: “I want 
to know Christ!” 

When you read Philippians 3, you get the feeling 
that the Apostle Paul paused in the middle of his 
writing, leaned back in his chair and began to 
remember how he became a Christian and what 
has happened to him since that unforgettable day? 

Paul, previously called Saul, was a rising star.  He 
was born to a good family and trained in the best 
schools.  He had drive and determination as he 
climbed the Jewish leadership ladder.  He was very 
good at persecuting followers of the Way.  That’s 
the name they gave to Jesus’ followers because he 
called himself: “The Way, the Truth and the Life.” 

But that lifetime of work was gone in a flash – 
literally.  Paul was on his way to Damascus to arrest 
more Christians when a flash of light from heaven, 

blinded him and dropped him to his knees as Jesus 
spoke to him.  This encounter would change Paul’s 
life and his heart.  The Holy Spirit opened the eyes 
of his faith, even when he couldn’t physically see.  
Scripture has a term for this: repentance. 

The Savior Paul spent every waking hour 
persecuting, now became his Savior.  The cause 
Paul was so eager to destroy now became his 
cause.  While it seemed Paul lost everything, he 
didn’t see it that way: "I consider everything a loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 
things.  I consider them garbage, that I may gain 
Christ.”  Paul’s former way of life, which he took 
great pride in, was garbage, because it stood in the 
way of him Knowing Christ. 

Over the 30+ years since his road to Damascus 
conversion, the more Paul got to know about his 
Savior, the deeper his conviction that nothing in 
this world could ever compare to Knowing Christ! 

We also need to learn that some of the things we 
consider advantages can become barriers for us 
Knowing Christ. 

Born into a Christian home, receiving a Christian 
education, being members of a Christian 
congregation, memorizing passages, learning and 
maybe even teaching Bible stories, the offerings 
we’ve given, and the volunteer hours we’ve put in 
are all great blessings, but they can never be 
regarded as our ticket to heaven. 

There are other blessings from God: family, friends, 
intelligence, abilities, money, personality and 
education that can also become an obstacle on 
salvation’s path when they interfere with Knowing 
Christ. 

Paul wanted to know Christ!  You want to know 
Christ!  I want to know Christ!  Here are four things 
that means for us. 

1)  “I want to know Christ … and the 
righteousness that comes from God and is by 
faith.” 



Up until Paul got to know Christ, Paul thought his 
own righteousness, the good person he was, and 
the good things he did was his way of being right in 
God’s sight and claiming his spot in heaven.  That 
was in his own words “garbage.” 

That’s why he’s so determined that we realize if we 
aren’t holding on to Christ and his righteousness, 
then it’s garbage.  Here’s the truth Paul came to 
know.  Christ earned this righteousness for every 
sinner as a perfect substitute.  God gives this 
righteousness to sinners as a gift and in return 
takes our sins.  The sinner receives Christ’s 
righteousness as our own righteousness by the 
Holy spirit working faith in our hearts. 

Believers, who trust Christ’s righteousness, will 
want to grow in Christ, and we will as we get to 
Know Christ by reading his Word, remembering our 
Baptism and receiving the Lord’s Supper. 

2) "I want to know Christ … and the power of his 
resurrection.” 

Jesus rose from the dead.  That’s a fact.  While 
Jesus’ resurrection restored his physical life, it also 
breathed spiritual life into us.  You want this 
power, don’t you?  You want to know this death-
defying power, don’t you?  As Christians, we live in 
the power of his resurrection every day.  It carries 
us and we carry it into our daily battles to 
overcome problems and triumph over difficulties. 

3) “I want to know Christ … and the participation 
in his sufferings.” 

Whoa!  Wait a minute, Paul.  Sharing Christ’s 
resurrection is one thing, but sharing in his 
suffering?  No one wants to suffer.  Paul, what’s 
wrong with you?  Nothing!  Paul is simply stating 
the obvious.  Just as the world hated Jesus, so it 
hates those who follow him.  Don't let that surprise 
you or discourage you.  Being a Christian is hard.  It 
involves suffering – when making sacrifices, when 
fighting temptations, when making tough choices.  
As God’s people Satan has painted a great big 
target on each of us.  When Paul said he wanted to 
share in Christ’s suffering, he also meant he 
wanted to handle it like Christ – patiently, humbly, 
Knowing that God works all things for good and 
eventually brings blessings out of the suffering. 

A World War II veteran proudly proclaimed that he 
was a member of the survivors’ club of the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.  As he spoke you 
could tell that because they suffered together, a 
special bond had developed among them. 

People who have come through divorce can help 
others who are going through it because they have 
felt the same hurts and know what it’s like. 

People who have lost children, or spouses can help 
others who are going through that same 
experience because they’ve been there.  They hurt 
the same hurts. 

People who have experienced tragedies share a 
special bond in their suffering.  Yes, there is a 
participation in suffering. 

4) "I want to know Christ … and becoming like 
him in his death.” 

Paul, now you’ve gone too far!  Don’t we all want 
to live?  Yes, but isn’t every moment we live for 
Christ one moment closer to when we get to lay 
this body down and take up our new existence with 
Christ? 

Paul knew he would die.  Paul didn’t know whether 
it was … natural causes … an accident … a martyr's 
death, but he knew somehow, attaining to the 
resurrection from the dead … his body would rise 
from the grave. 

There is something precious about being able to 
say, "I’ve lived out my time here.  I’ve given him my 
time, energy and talent.  Now, I’m ready to become 
like him in death." 

We go through many life-experiences … victories 
and defeats … troubles and triumphs … problems 
and possibilities … heartaches and blessings.  But at 
every turn Christ is there.  And we get to Know 
Christ better the more we rub shoulders with him 
in his Word. 

Take Paul’s advice, let’s say it again so we 
remember: “I want to know Christ!”  He’s 
unforgettable. 


