
April 10, 2022 – Mark 11:1-11 
Palm Sunday – Hands of Praise 

 
Some people are so sure that heaven is going to be 
dull and boring that they’re not that interested in 
going.  Children are shocked if you tell them there 
might not be Candy Land, Xbox or cell phones 
there.  Grown-ups have a similar reaction when 
they hear preachers and read in their Bibles that 
heaven is a place where we worship and praise and 
sing and thank our Creator for all the love he’s 
shown us, and all the things he’s done for us.  
Praise?  Worship?  Singing?  Next, we’ll be floating 
on clouds and playing harps?  No thanks! 
 
Unfortunately, these are the same ideas that keep 
people from praising God on earth.  It doesn’t take 
much for a weak, stumbling or lazy soul to stay 
away from church.  To hear that church is dull and 
boring, or that it’s harder to understand their Bible 
than to use their TV remote and they have all they 
need to stay away. 
 
Today is one of the greatest days of worship and 
praise of the year!  Palm Sunday is not only a day in 
which we join in praise, but it’s also the day we 
learn HOW to praise God and WHY we praise him. 
 
Jesus’ Palm Sunday entry into Jerusalem is our 
setting for praise.  As we join that first crowd 
today, we’ll want to make sure that …  
1) Our hands praise Jesus with our obedience.   
2) Our hearts praise Jesus with our money.   
3) Our mouths praise Jesus with our voices. 
 
Most people think that praising God can only be 
done on hard pews with soft music.  Actually, most 
of the praising we do on earth takes place outside 
of a church building.  The Palm Sunday praise of 
Jesus didn’t happen inside the temple.  Some of the 
greatest praise for him happened before any 
singing or palm branch waving. 
 

(1) 
The first praise came from the obedient hands of 
his disciples.  Jesus asked them to get a young 
donkey.  He told them where to find it and what to 
say if someone asked.  Not only did the disciples do 
what they were told without question, but even 

the donkey’s owner raised his own hands in praise 
by giving the colt to Jesus without hesitation. 
 
Unquestioning obedience equals praise to Jesus!  
That’s the kind of praise the Lord needs more of 
today.  Praise to Jesus means more saying and 
praying, “Your will be done,” instead of, “My will be 
done.”  Praise to Jesus means doing the Lord’s will 
without always having to question his wisdom, his, 
or his purpose. 
 
Jesus’ instructions were unusual.  They probably 
had questions: “Jesus, how do you know the donkey 
will be there?  How do you know the owner will let 
us take it?”  But they didn’t ask any.  They didn’t 
question Jesus.  Their hands praised Jesus with 
their obedience. 
 
Not too many in our world give Jesus that kind of 
praise.  They question WHY God and his Word have 
a right to tell us what to do.  They question WHY 
they can’t curse and swear like everyone else, or 
WHY they need to go to church if they feel fine 
without it.  They question HOW God can send 
troubles into our lives and still claim he loves us.  
They question HOW an old book like the Bible 
could still be relevant in our modern world. 
 
As believers, our hands praise God with our 
obedience.  We praise Jesus as King in our daily 
lives when we go out and obey Jesus with honest, 
upright and decent lives.  That’s worship God loves. 
 

(2) 
One of the more sensitive areas of praise has 
always been the praise we give Jesus with our 
money.  There are a couple of reasons why our 
hearts are so sensitive about praising him with our 
money. 
 
First, money is valuable to us, so we’re very 
protective of it.  It buys us everything we need or 
think we need … our food, our clothes, our home, 
our pleasure, our stuff.  You didn’t have to be 
taught to say, “mine!” and keep things for yourself.  
You were taught to share. 



 
The second reason we’re so sensitive comes from 
inside ourselves.  We’re sinful people with sinful 
hearts.  No matter how long we’ve been Christians, 
we’re still selfish and stingy by nature.  We think 
our money is ours.  We forget God owns everything 
and we’re his mangers.  We don’t trust God’s 
promises that when we’re generous with him and 
his church, he’ll take care of us and bless us with 
more. 
 
The Palm Sunday crowds didn’t hold back the 
praise of their hearts when it came to their money 
or material things.  One person gave his donkey.  
The disciples took off their coats and used them as 
a saddle on donkey Jesus rode on.  Others took off 
their coats and put them on the path for the 
donkey to walk on.  Still others cut down palm 
branches – a symbol of victory.  Their hearts all 
praised Jesus with their money. 
 
Here we are, Palm Sunday 2022.  Souls still need to 
hear the gospel to be saved before going to their 
graves.  In our own synod, home and world mission 
fields aren’t being opened and the ones that are, 
struggle to build churches or cover their costs 
because mission dollars are short.  In our own 
congregation commitments to home and world 
mission fields, Lutheran education and work here 
and across the street struggle to cover their costs 
because we don’t have enough hearts that praise 
our Palm Sunday King with our money. 
 
We worry our money.  The economy and inflation 
make the headlines … will we still have enough to 
enjoy our standard of living, our vacations and get-
aways, that something special we’ve got to have? 
 
Has Jesus done enough for us, is he important 
enough to us that our hearts praise him with our 
palm branches and our coats, and our money?  
Hearts that praise Jesus with our money would be 
real praise for our Savior King. 
 

(3) 
Another kind of praise is what we usually think of 
first: the praise that came from their mouths: 
“Those who went ahead and those who followed 
shouted, ‘Hosanna!’ ‘Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord!’ ‘Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our father David!’  ‘Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!’” 
 
When our hands and hearts praise Jesus, then our 
mouths will naturally follow and praise Jesus with 
our voices. 
 
It can be loud, but it doesn’t have to be.  It’s 
definitely happy.  There was no printed liturgy, no 
hymnals in front of them.  No choir rehearsal.  
There was no debate about the words, or the 
instruments.  And still it was beautiful.  Jesus’ 
enemies watched jealously as the people praised 
Jesus with their mouths! 
 
Jesus still loves the praise of our mouths, and not 
just when singing in church.  He loves our praise 
out in the world where his enemies are listening.  
We won’t convert any souls to Jesus, but besides 
being upbeat and positive, we praise our King by 
confessing our faith. 
 
The praise of our mouth doesn’t have to be sung 
on key, or sung at all.  It can be prayers for those in 
need, devotions around the family table, 
encouraging words for those who serve at church 
or school, being a friendly greeter or usher, 
phoning or texting someone’s who could use a 
pick-me-up, or words of gratitude for a kind act.  
Jesus loves the praise of your mouth, not only her, 
but beyond these walls. 
 
You may think heaven will be dull and boring if you 
think praising God here is dull and boring.  Only 
two groups of people watched Jesus enter 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday: those who praised him 
and those who hated him. 
 
And, only two groups of people watch Jesus on this 
Palm Sunday.  Let your hands praise Jesus with 
your obedience, and your hearts praise him with 
your money and your mouths praise him with your 
voices.  Then one day we’ll do it in heaven, which 
will be anything but boring. 


