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The Tenebrae Service 

The Tenebrae service has been traditionally used in the Christian Church on Good Friday to 

impress upon the hearts of believers the consequences of sin and the magnitude of our 

Savior's sacrifice.  The word "tenebrae" is from the Latin word for "darkness" and indicates 

the darkness which covered the earth at the time of Christ's crucifixion.  This darkness is 

visually portrayed in the service as candles are extinguished one by one as we follow our 

Savior through his passion, suffering and death.  Near the end of the service, the central 

(Paschal) candle is carried from the room (to be returned to its place on Easter morning) 

and then the service is ended in total darkness.  After all the lights are turned off, a time of 

silence is observed.  The silence is broken by the strepitus (the slamming of a book 

signifying the closing of Christ's tomb).  Then the bell will be tolled 33 times signifying our 

Lord’s 33 years here on earth.  After this, you may leave in silence as you wish.  You will not 

be ushered out and the pastor will not greet the worshippers as is custom. 

Gather in Silence 

Meditate in silence as music prepares us for this Service of Tenebrae. 

Opening Hymn  _______________________  O Sacred Head Now Wounded   429 

Confession and Absolution 

In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are hidden. 

Amen. 

   (Selected verses from Psalm 143) 

O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy, 

   and in your faithfulness, come to my relief. 

Do not bring your servant into judgment, 

   for no one living is righteous before you. 

Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails. 

Do not hide your face from me, 

   for I have put my trust in you. 

Show me the way I should go, 

   for to you I lift up my soul. 

Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. 

Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have 

sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not loved you 

with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I am distressed by the sins 

that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them. 
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Jesus says to his people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  His death paid 

for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world.  Do you believe this? 

Yes, I believe. 

Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that you 

are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life. 

O Lord, my God, I called to you for help and you answered me. 

I thank you for the love you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior. 

Through him you have rescued me from the guilt of my sin 

   and given me the peace of forgiveness. 

Help me fight against temptation, correct whatever wrongs I can, 

   and serve you and those around me with love and good works. 

In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen. 

Go in peace. The Lord be with you. 

Words of Institution 

Response  (520  Refrain) 

 

Reception of the Lord’s Supper 

Because we want to practice the Biblical teaching of “fellowship” communion, where God 

wants his people to share this meal with those in “fellowship,” or oneness of faith with us 

(1 Corinthians 10:17).  And, because not all Christians believe the same things about the 

Bible we do.  We ask if you haven’t declared your unity of faith with us, or another WELS 

congregation, please respect the Bible’s teachings and wait to commune until we can search 

the Scriptures together with you in our Starting Point Class. 
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Continuous Distribution  (1:00 PM Service) 

At the ushers’ direction, walk up the center aisle.  Receive the bread by holding out your 

hand.  Walk across to receive the wine either by individual cup or common cup.  Pause to 

drink.  Then return back to your seat using the side aisles. 

Private Prayer Before Communion 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table.  But you are the friend of 

sinners, and you will not cast me out.  This bread is your body, which bore my sins 

upon the tree.  This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt.  At your 

invitation, I come rejoicing.  Receive me, my Savior.  Amen. 

Distribution Hymn  ______________  The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord   677 

Private Prayer After Communion 

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body 

and blood.  You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation.  Let me always 

remain in you as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your 

Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  (All Together) 

Lamb of God, what a dark and empty day this would be for me if you had not willingly 

died on the cross!  Your suffering and your death should have been mine.  Impress 

upon me the joy this day should bring into my life.  For by your death you made it 

possible for me to experience God’s love and forgiveness every day.  Help me never to 

live as though your death was for nothing. Rather help me live as one who has died to 

sin and been made alive for righteousness. Hear me for the sake of your innocent 

suffering and death.  Amen. 

We Gather the Offering as We Sign and Share the Friendship Register 

During this time the members of St. Paul’s express their thanksgiving and appreciation 

to our Savior by giving an offering.  Please take a moment to sign and pass along the 
Friendship Register with those who share the bench with you. 

Scripture Lesson – Isaiah 53:3-9   (Read Responsively) 

He was despised and rejected by men 

A man of sorrows and familiar with suffering 

Like one from whom men hide their faces 

He was despised and we esteemed him not 
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Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows 

Yet we considered him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted 

But he was pierced for our transgressions 

He was crushed for our iniquities 

The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him 

And by his wounds we are healed 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way 

And the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all 

He was oppressed and afflicted 

Yet he did not open his mouth 

By oppression and judgment He was taken away 

And who can speak of his descendants 

For He was cut off from the land of the living 

For the transgression of my people he was stricken 

He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death 

Though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth 

Good Friday Prayer   (Spoken by Pastor) 

First Word Luke 23:34 

Jesus said, "Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.” 

Response  ______________________  Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted   430 v,1,4 

 

 

Second Word Luke 23:43 

Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

Response  ____________________________________  O Dearest Jesus  432 v.1,7 

 

 

Third Word John 19:26-27 

When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, 

he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," 

and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” 

Response  ________________________  On My Heart Imprint Your Image   405 
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Fourth Word Matthew 27:46 

About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 

“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani” – which means, 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

Response 1:00 Were You There?   (Solo) 

 6:30 Oh How He Loves You and Me   (Senior Choir) 

 

 

Fifth Word John 19:28 

Later, knowing that all was now completed, 

and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." 

Response 1:00 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross   (Solo) 

 6:30 Worthy is the Lamb   (Senior Choir) 

 

 

Sixth Word John 19:30 

When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished.” 

With that he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.” 

Response 1:00 The Burial   (Junior Choir) 

6:30 We Fall Down   (Senior Choir) 

 

 

Seventh Word Luke 23:46 

It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over 

the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining. 

And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 

Jesus called out with a loud voice, 

"Father into your hands I commit my spirit." 

 

Closing Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

The Account of Jesus’ Burial  (Read by the Pastor) 
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Exit of the Paschal Candle and Total Darkness 

The Strepitus (Slamming of a book to signify the closing of the tomb) 

Tolling of the Bell 

Exit in Silence 

 

Participating in Worship 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Joel Gaertner 

Organist:  Mary Wilde 

Junior Choir:  St. Paul’s Grades 5-8 

Soloist & Junior Choir Director:  Robyn Bennett 

Senior Choir Accompaniment:  Mary Wilde 
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Sunrise / Communion ....... 6:30 am 

Easter Breakfast    7:30-9:00 am 

Easter / Communion ......... 9:30 am 

Jesus rises triumphantly from the grave to defeat sin, death and Satan. 

 


