
Luke 18:18-27 – October 23, 2022 – “Warning: Don’t Try This at Home (or anywhere else)!” 

 

 A man cannonballs off the roof of his garage 
into his neighbor’s pool. 

 A skateboarder grabs on to the bumper of a 
car going down the street. 

 A motorcyclist slides under the trailer of an 
18-wheeler and pops back up on the other 
side. 

 
You’ve seen these stunts in the movies.  And 
there is always the disclaimer: “Warning: Don’t 
try this at home!”  Still, there’s always someone 
who has a death wish and will try the impossible 
and copy what the pros do.  What often follows is 
a video clip for a funniest video show and lots of 
aches and pains and bruises. 
 
In today’s Gospel we meet a young man who 
thought he could do the impossible.  He thought 
he could earn his way into heaven.  And, that’s 
what brings on this disclaimer from the Holy 
Spirit: “Warning: Don’t try this at home (or 
anywhere else)!”  Why?  Because when … you 
overestimate your goodness, or underestimate 
your God … you’re in for an eternity of hurt. 
 
Here’s the thing about stunts … jumping off a 
building, jumping over an oncoming car … the 
pros make it look so easy.  When the young man 
in our lesson considered God’s commands he 
thought it looked easy, that’s why he asked Jesus: 
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  He was 
looking for something he could do to get into 
heaven, like an insurance policy. 
 
In spite of his wrong ideas about salvation, there’s 
something likeable about this young man.  Mark’s 
account of this same story, tells us that he ran to 
Jesus and fell on his knees.  We could learn a 
thing or two from his energy and humility.  We’d 
rather run to our phone or computer after dinner 
to check our messages, than dive into God’s Word 
for a 10-minute devotion.  And if we open our 
Bibles, we’re not on our knees eager to read 
about God’s grace. 
 
In response to the young man’s question, we 
might have expected an answer from Jesus that 

went something like this: “There’s nothing you 
can do.  I take care of everything for you.  Believe 
it!” 
 
But instead, Jesus surprises us by making a “to-do 
list” for the young the man: “You shall not 
commit adultery.  You shall not murder.  You 
shall not steal.  You shall not give false 
testimony.  Honor your father and mother.”  The 
young man confidently replied: “I have kept all 
these since I was a child.”  He considered himself 
a fine, upstanding person, a model of clean living, 
since he was a boy.  The young man’s response 
exposed a major flaw.  He overestimated his 
goodness. 
 
Have you ever overestimated your goodness?  
“Absolutely not,” you say, “I’m a sinner.”  So, if I 
asked: “If you were to die tonight, and God would 
ask you: ‘Why should I let you into my heaven?’”  
Would your answer sound similar to these: “I’ve 
been a good person.”  “I haven’t killed anyone.”  
“I’m not perfect, but I’ve tried to do my best.”  
“I’ve tried to balance the good with the bad.”  
 
Those are answers I’ve gotten lots of times from 
lots of Christians.  Those answers are no different 
than the one the young man gave Jesus.  Like the 
young man, we tend to overestimate our 
goodness because we underestimate the precise 
and perfect standard God requires from us when 
it comes to obeying his commands.  Being good in 
God’s eyes means … 

 always responding to hurtful comments with 
loving words. 

 always speaking well of your neighbor even 
when they make a lot of noise or, don’t take 
care of their yard. 

 always respecting your parents even when 
they don’t let you do what you want to do. 

 always praying for those who want to do you 
harm. 

 
No way we always obey God at the precise and 
perfect standard he requires, and neither had this 
young man.  It’s impossible.  The Apostle Paul 
lumps us all together when he says in Romans 3: 



There is no one who is righteous, not even one.  
There is no one who does what is good; there is 
not even one.  All have sinned. 
 
So what does Jesus do with this young man?  Roll 
his eyes?  Put his hands on his head?  Sigh?  Yell 
at him?  Instead of being irritated, Jesus showed 
him love: You still lack one thing.  Sell all that 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven.  Then come, follow me.” 
 
How was that a demonstration of Jesus’ love?  
Like the doctor who orders an MRI on top of the 
CAT scan he’s already performed to convince the 
patient of their illness, Jesus used this command 
to show the young man he wasn’t as good as he 
thought he was.  That became clear when he 
became very sad.  The young man loved “things.”  
Give it up to follow Jesus?  That’s asking too 
much! 
 
What started when he ran to Jesus and fell on his 
knees, now ends with him getting off his knees 
and slowly walking away.  In effect he was saying, 
"I can’t."  He was right.  It is impossible because 
he left God out of his salvation picture. 
 
That’s why he needed the Holy Spirit’s disclaimer: 
“Warning: Don’t Try This at Home (or anywhere 
else)!”  As he overestimated his goodness he also 
underestimated his God. 
 
We don’t want to overestimate our goodness, or 
underestimate our God, either.  That’s what 
Jesus’ disciples were in danger of doing.  As Jesus 
watched the sad young man walk away he said: 
“How hard it is for those who have riches to 
enter the kingdom of God!  In fact, it is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 
 
How hard is it for a camel to fit through the eye of 
a needle?  You might be able to squeeze a 
whisker or two through but getting hooves and 
humps through the tiny opening is impossible.  
Just as impossible as it for someone to squeeze 
into heaven while still having selfish and greedy 
thoughts about “things.”  No wonder they asked 
Jesus: “Then who can be saved?” 
 

That’s the question!  It’s one of the most 
important questions you’ll ever ask.  What is it 
you’re trusting in for salvation: your smarts … 
your good words and deeds … your family … your 
church involvement … your finances … your 
church membership?  Are you sure that’s going to 
get you where you want to go? 
 
Because according to Jesus, a camel has a better 
chance of fitting through the eye of a needle than 
you do of getting into heaven!  Hopefully, each of 
us realizes I can’t save myself or anyone else for 
that matter, and ask Jesus ourselves: "Then who 
can be saved?" 
 
There’s only one who can help.  Jesus said that all 
things, even the salvation of a sinner, is possible 
… for God.  God made the impossible possible 
when he sent his Son on a mission.  He would give 
his life on the cross to pay the price for every sin.  
Then he rose from the dead to guarantee 
forgiveness for all of your sins and all of my sins.  
Our sins don’t have the final word, our 
resurrected Savior does.  Never underestimate 
your God, who forgives and loves you.  Don’t walk 
away from Jesus like that young man.  Kneel at 
Jesus’ feet and stay there. 
 
Parachuting from a skyscraper.  Running on the 
roof of a moving train.  Disclaimer: “Warning: 
Don’t try this at home!”  Leave it to the pros. 
 
Are you looking to do something to save yourself, 
to get into heaven?  You can’t earn your 
salvation.  You can’t obey enough, give enough, 
be holy enough or sincere enough.  It’s 
impossible, that’s why the Holy Spirit’s disclaimer: 
“Warning: Don’t try this at home (or anywhere 
else)!”  Leave it to the pros. 
 
The pro is the one who has salvation in his name, 
Jesus, the Savior.  So, when it comes to your 
salvation, what is impossible for people is 
possible for God, guaranteed actually, according 
to 2 Timothy 1: God saved us, not because of 
anything we have done, but because of his own 
purpose and grace.  This grace was given us in 
Christ Jesus, our Savior. 


