
December 18, 2022 – "Come, Lord Jesus as Our Savior" 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 
"What am I supposed to do?  Mary and I are engaged.  But she’s been 
unfaithful to me!  Three months ago she went to visit Elizabeth and 
her relatives in Judea.  She came back to Nazareth pregnant." 
 
Sometimes when we try to neatly package the birth of Jesus and turn 
it into a child’s bedtime story, we forget about Mary and Joseph and 
the real-life people they were and their real-life struggles.  Even 
worse, we can forget about how astounding the wonder and the 
mystery of that birth is. 
 
It's not just another birth.  It's not simply the miracle of life, which is 
true for every child.  Miracle doesn’t completely explain this birth.  It's 
bigger than turning water into wine, healing the sick, walking on the 
water, calming a storm, or even raising the dead. 
 
Some of our favorite Christmas carols place this “bigger” miracle right 
in front of our eyes.  Do we realize it as we sing the words? "Round 
yon virgin mother and child.  Holy Infant, so tender and mild."  Yes, 
that’s “Silent Night.”  How can anyone be a virgin mother?  That's 
biologically impossible.  How can anyone be a holy infant?  We're all 
born sinners. 
 
"Veiled in flesh the God head see, Hail th' incarnate Deity!  Pleased as 
man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!"  Right again, that’s 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”  How can the invisible God be 
wrapped in flesh?  Why would someone who is unlimited, choose to 
limit himself by living here with us? 
 
Last week, we studied the name “Immanuel”!  This week, we’re 
looking at things from Mary and Joseph’s perspective with another 
name, Jesus (which is short for Savior).  Who is baby Jesus? 
1)  This baby is our God in the flesh, born of a virgin. 
2)  This baby is our Savior, come to save us. 

(1) 
As a descendant of David, Joseph was a legal heir to David’s throne.  
But he was carpenter not a king.  He also lived in Nazareth, 90 miles 
from Jerusalem.  Joseph was engaged to Mary.  Back then it meant 
something.  Joseph and Mary would have made legally binding 
promises to be husband and wife.  And then, sometime after the 
engagement, the husband would take his wife home.  This would be a 
week-long celebration with family and friends.  Only after this could 
sexual relations begin. 
 
Joseph and Mary were engaged, but he hadn’t taken her home yet.  
So, naturally, when he finds out she’s expecting, he assumes his 
fiancée has been cheating on him.  There’s no way she could be 
pregnant by him.  What was he to do?  Because they were legally 
bound; only a divorce could break it.  Joseph has several option. 
 
1) He could pretend this was no big deal and take Mary home as his 

wife.  And everyone would assume he was the father of the 
child.  That wouldn't be right. 

2) He could publicly accuse her of adultery and according to the law, 
she could be stoned to death for her unfaithfulness.  That 
wouldn’t be right, either. 

3) He could quietly divorce her and she could have the baby 
somewhere else so she wouldn't be open to more public 
humiliation? 

 
Why didn’t Mary just tell Joseph about the angel Gabriel’s visit and 
his explanation that Mary, by the Holy Spirit’s miracle, would give 
birth to a son who was also God’s Son.  Wouldn’t you have thought, 
the same thing as Joseph?  "Mary, it's bad enough that you were 
unfaithful and broke our engagement to me.  Now you drag the Lord 
in with this outrageous story to cover up your sin?”  Mary left it in the 
Lord's hands and trusted somehow, he’d work things out! 
 
Initially, Joseph decided on option 3, to divorce her quietly and get on 
with his life.  That is until an angel appeared to him in a dream and 



spoke to him in the dream: "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 
sins." 
 
Matthew makes this additional comment: “All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet, 'The virgin will be 
with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
lmmanuel' - which means, "God with us." 
 
God had planned from eternity, then revealed through the prophets, 
that the Savior would come into this world in the usual way, born of a 
woman, like every child.  But at the same time he would come in an 
unusual way, through a virgin.  The mighty God who holds the 
universe in his hands, now finds himself a helpless baby in Mary arms. 
 
As amazing as Jesus’ virgin birth is, it's not the biggest miracle that 
God worked here.  So, what is this miracle of all miracles and mystery 
of all mysteries?  Immanuel!  Yes, Immanuel was last week’s name.  
But it’s worth repeating. 
 
Immanuel means "God with us."  We learned that last week.  How can 
the God who has no beginning, become a baby boy born of a woman?  
How can he be the Son of God and the son of Mary at the same time?  
Does he remain fully God while becoming fully man? 
 
Consider that mystery as you eat his body along with the bread and 
drink his blood along with the wine in the Lord's Supper.  Only God in 
the flesh could be with us in such a forgiving way. 
 
Consider that mystery as you kneel at the manger with Mary and 
listen to the shepherds tell of the angel's message.  Who is baby 
Jesus?  He is God in the flesh, born of the virgin! 
 

(2) 

But why?  That answer comes from the name Joseph was to give him.  
Joseph was to take Mary home as his wife, not to cover up her 
pregnancy, but to serve as the earthly father for this child.  In his God-
given role he gave him his name, the name that would explain why he 
came here in the first place: he will save his people from their sins or 
Jesus (which is short for Savior). 
 
The angel gets very specific: "he will save his people from their sins."  
Those last two words “their sins” indicates he came to deal with a 
problem we don’t want to talk about.  It also happens to be our most 
serious problem, our separation from God.  You and I, and every 
human, are born enemies of God.  Our sinful hearts and minds are 
constantly waging war against him.  Being separated from God bring 
with it the sentence of damnation, endless darkness and torture in 
hell. 
 
The God we rise up in protest against sent his Son to save us.  He’s 
Jesus, our Savior.  That's why he became fully human, in every way 
like us except without sinning, ever.  To be your Savior he had to take 
your place, be your Substitute …  

 To live the perfect life you never could. 

 To suffer the penalty your sins have coming, instead of you. 

 To die the death you deserve, so you wouldn’t have to. 

 To rise from the dead so that you too will rise from the dead and 
live and reign with him in heaven one day. 

He’s your Jesus, (which is short for Savior), who come to save you. 
 
Do we realize just how lost we were?  If we did, we’d be thanking our 
Savior every day.  Because only if our Savior was one of us could he 
suffer and die to save us from our sins.  Only Jesus, which is short for 
Savior, could do exactly that. 
 
As those beautiful Christmas carols sing out the different names for 
Jesus, consider this miracle of miracles.  This Baby is God in the flesh, 
born of the virgin.  This Baby is our Savior, come to save us. 


