
December 11, 2022 – Isaiah 7:10-14 – Immanuel: The Greatest Gift We Never Asked For! 

 
Christmas gift lists and wish lists are being 
assembled and passed along to the individuals 
responsible for filling them.  As much thought as 
we may have put into those lists, I’d venture to say 
there have times, when the best gifts are the ones 
we never ask for. 
 
Over 2,000 years ago, God gave us a gift at 
Christmas.  He gave us a baby boy and named him 
Jesus.  We didn’t ask for this gift, but God gave him 
to us anyway.  The best gifts are the ones we never 
ask for.  That truth couldn’t be better illustrated 
than in today’s story of King Ahaz and the Prophet 
Isaiah.  Many of you know Isaiah’s Christmas-time 
verse by heart: The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son and name him Immanuel. 
 
This Advent Season we’ve been inviting: “Come, 
Lord Jesus.”  Today we’re asking him to come as 
Immanuel.  With Immanuel on our minds and in 
our songs, let’s consider this news headline: 
“Immanuel: The Greatest Gift We Never Asked 
For!” 
 
Thankfully, God doesn’t base his gifts on the Santa 
Clause method.  He doesn’t check who’s naughty 
or nice.  If he did, we wouldn’t get anything!  Paul 
adds this comment on our report cards: “There is 
no one righteous, not even one.  There is no one 
who does good, not even one.  All have sinned.” 
 
Just imagine if God did use the Santa Clause 
method!  He’s say: “Merry Christmas!  I’ll give you 
a gift alright!  Here’s a DVD with footage I’ve taken 
of you throughout your life.  It includes lots and lots 
and lots of your sins.  And just so you know, I’ll take 
a long look at it in front of everyone on Judgment 
Day!” 
 
Again, so thankful God doesn’t use that method.  
Today’s lesson makes that clear when we look at 
who Isaiah is speaking with.  We have this 
summary from a background check on Ahaz, king of 
Judah.  Unlike David his father, he did not do what 
was right in the eyes of the LORD his God.  He 
sacrificed his son in the fire and followed the 
detestable ways of the nations the LORD had 
driven out before the Israelites. 

 
King Ahaz found himself in a terrible spot and he 
was scared.  The kings of Israel and Aram had made 
an alliance and had attacked Judah.  This alliance 
had superior manpower – they outnumbered 
Judah 50 to 1.  They had superior firepower – in 
one day they killed 120,000 soldiers from Judah.  
The alliance armies were closing in on Jerusalem.  
How could Judah’s depleted army expect to win? 
 
Fear often causes us to forget.  It had that effect on 
the people of Judah.  They forgot they were still 
God’s people.  He promised he would be their God 
and they would be his people.  He would make a 
great nation out of them.  He would bless them 
and be with them.  How can you forget something 
like that? 
 
As a God who keeps his promises, he sent his 
prophet Isaiah to the king with a message: “Don’t 
be afraid.  God himself will step in and defeat this 
enemy alliance.”  God’s promise was so sure that 
he even begged Ahaz: “Ask the Lord your God for a 
sign, whether in the deepest depths or the highest 
heights.”  God offered to perform any sign that 
Ahaz wanted in order to convince Ahaz that the 
promises he has made to him can be trusted and 
will be kept. 
 
If Ahaz knew even a little of his OT history, he knew 
he could ask for anything.  God had put a rainbow 
in the sky after the flood.  He made the sun stand 
still so Israel could defeat an enemy.  He sent fire 
from heaven to consume Elijah’s offering and 
defeat the prophets of Baal.  What more could he 
ask for?  God was giving him an offer he couldn’t 
refuse! 
 
But Ahaz managed to refuse it anyway: “I will not 
ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.”  Ahaz, 
what are you thinking?  If you were given an 
opportunity to have God perform any sign for you, 
wouldn't you jump at it?  Ahaz doesn't. 
 
So the Lord got angry with Ahaz and let him know it 
through Isaiah, “Is it not enough to try the 
patience of men?  Will you try the patience of God 
also?” 



 
Why was the Lord so angry?  Wasn’t it a noble 
gesture that Ahaz turned down the Lord’s 
invitation?  No!  It was a lack of faith.  He failed to 
listen to God.  He failed to trust in God.  He failed 
to remember the power and promises of God. 
 
Sound familiar?  We too can think that everything 
falls on our shoulders and we have to handle things 
by ourselves.  When we, like Ahaz, look inside 
ourselves for the strength to deal with problems, 
we fail to listen to and trust the Lord’s promises 
like: "Do not worry saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 
‘What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  
Your heavenly Father knows that you need them." 
 
Or, we forget our God’s promise: "Do not fear, for I 
am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your 
God.  I will strengthen you and help you," when 
we face an operation or illness or sickness. 
 
Or, we can’t recall our God’s promise: "I know the 
plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future, 
when our future seems uncertain. 
 
Or, we ignore our God’s promise: "As far as the 
east is from the west, so far have I removed your 
sins from you," when dealing with the guilt our sins 
drag into our lives. 
 
God is very patient, just ask Noah or Abraham, 
Moses or Joshua.  But even he has a limit.  Ahaz 
was testing God’s patience, which is not an easy 
thing to do, nor is it a good thing to do.  Whether 
Ahaz wants a sign or not, the Lord himself will give 
a sign for all of you.  This isn’t just for Ahaz, it’s for 
everyone, including us, “Look!  The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son and name him 
Immanuel.” 
 
God’s sign is one of the most beautiful and specific 
gospel promises.  With crystal clear clarity one of 
the greatest prophecies about the Savior was 
actually God’s response to a faithless and fearful 
king named Ahaz. 
 
A virgin will have a child!  What kind of miracle is 
that?  When a young lady’s stomach starts sticking 
out, and she’s not married, we don’t call it a 

miracle.  We call it a sin.  But Mary’s baby would 
not come from having sex outside of marriage, or 
even inside of marriage.  It would have nothing to 
do with sex at all. 
 
Then where would the baby come from?  The 
answer is found in the name that the boy would be 
given.  The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son and name him Immanuel.  From Matthew, 
today’s second lesson, we learn what Immanuel 
means “God with us.”  After Jesus raised the 
widow’s son back to life, the people were amazed 
and responded: "God has come to help his 
people."  They realized that God was working 
through Jesus, that God was with them.  Not only 
was he with his people then, he’s also with us now: 
“I am with you always,” Jesus promises in 
Matthew’s final chapter. 
 
In Matthew’s first chapter we hear these words: 
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: 
His mother Mary was pledged to be married to 
Joseph, but before they came together, she was 
found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.  
This baby came from the Holy Spirit.  Not only 
would God give a child to a virgin, but God himself 
would be the child inside the womb of that virgin! 
 
What an incredible sign!  Instead of showing his 
unlimited power by destroying something, like he 
had in the past.  God displayed his power by 
limiting himself … to the womb of a woman!  If that 
wasn’t enough, he was born in a cattle stall and 
then lived and walked and talked with people in 
this rotten and condemned world for 33 years.  He 
took it one step further.  He lived among us by 
becoming one of us.  When God became man - he 
not only took on our flesh - he took on our sin and 
carried it to the cross.  The greatest gift of all is for 
all. 
 
Who would dream of God becoming man to live 
and die for the sins of all those who wanted 
nothing to do with him?  Who would ask for 
something like this?  Whether we want a sign or 
not, the Lord himself will give a sign for all of you, 
for us.  We may not have asked for it, but God still 
gave us “Immanuel: the Greatest Gift We Never 
Asked For! 


