
Feb. 12, 2023 – Matthew 5:43-48 – “How To Destroy Your Enemies” 
 

Two friends became store owners and each 
opened their own store on the same day on the 
same street, right across the street from each 
other.  Since there were plenty of customers to 
maintain and grow their own business, they helped 
each other and shared ideas.  But as more and 
more people began to move out of the city, the 
number of customers decreased and their 
friendship turned into a bitter rivalry. 
 
One day an angel came to one of the store owner 
and said, “I can grant you one wish. Whatever you 
ask for, no matter how extravagant or expensive, 
you will receive it.  But, whatever you receive, your 
rival will receive double.”  The store owner thought 
about it long and hard, until he finally decided what 
to ask for: “I wish to be blind in one eye.” 
 
What a horrible wish!  While we have a saying: 
“You wouldn’t wish that on your worst enemy,” this 
story may be more true than we’d like to believe. 
 
Just look at the nasty things that people post on 
social media.  Look at the violent acts people 
commit against others.  To a society that is hurtful 
with words and hateful with actions, our Lord gives 
this command: “Love your enemies.”  Our first 
thought is: we have a hard time loving our family 
and friends, but love our enemies? 
 
Abraham Lincoln said: “I destroy my enemies when 
I make them my friends.”  That ties in perfectly 
with today’s thought, because our Lord is going to 
show us: “How to Destroy Your Enemies.” 
 
Love them.  Be good and kind to them.  Be 
compassionate to them. 
 

(1) 
If you really want to destroy your enemies, LOVE 
THEM!  Do what Jesus did: “Love your enemies.” 
 
There’s no law that told the Jews to hate their 
enemies.  That comes natural to everyone.  Those 
like us – we love and make our friends.  Those not 
like us – we hate and make our enemies. 
 
There are lots of places you can find enemies.  
There are enemies abroad – those who oppose our 

values and way of life, and want to do us harm as a 
nation.  And, there are enemies here at home: 

 Political enemies who don’t stand for the same 
things we do. 

 Religious enemies who don’t believe what we 
believe about God. 

 Personal enemies – a rival for someone’s love 
and affection, someone who’s wronged us or 
hurt us. 

 
When someone hates us, it’s easy to hate them 
right back.  Jesus says that instead of doing what’s 
easy and comes naturally, do what’s hard and is 
unnatural – Love your enemies.  It’s a response 
that is so outrageous and so ridiculous that the 
only way we’re going to be able to do it is by asking 
God to help us. 
 
We don’t have what it takes to love our enemies.  
That’s why we need his help to teach us how.  Just 
what does it mean to love your enemy?  Society 
defines “Love” as an emotion, a feeling.  God’s 
Word defines “Love” as a sacrifice and a choice.  
It’s a choice to do the opposite of what you feel like 
doing.  Love is an action! 
 
When your child comes sobbing into your room at 
3:00 in the morning and says: “My tummy hurts.  I 
just threw up.  I don’t feel good.”  What do you feel 
like doing?  You don’t feel like getting out of bed, 
cleaning them up, changing their sheets and 
helping them fall back to sleep.  No, you don’t, but 
you do it anyway. 
 
That’s because we love our child.  Love is having so 
much care and so much concern for someone that 
their needs are more important that your needs.  It 
needs to be the same when showing love to an 
enemy. 
 
Let’s start small.  Pick an enemy … someone whose 
values are different than yours, someone whose 
done you wrong … and now think about ways to 
destroy them ... with love – our lesson from 
Romans 12, offers several suggestions:  

 Bless and do not curse.  Don’t use an angry or 
irritated tone with them. 



 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with 
those who mourn.  Congratulate them when 
things go well for them.  Express your 
sympathy, not your delight, when things 
don’t go so well. 

 Do not be proud or conceited.  Take an interest 
in them.  Don’t talk about yourself.  Ask about 
them and their family. 

 
(2) 

Another way to destroy your enemies: BE GOOD & 
KIND TO THEM!  Do what Jesus did: Pray for those 
who persecute you, so that you may be children 
of your Father who is in heaven.  For he makes his 
sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain 
on the righteous and the unrighteous.   
 
As a Christian, what makes you different in the 
world?  Last week, Jesus called you “the salt of the 
earth” because you preserve and you flavor.  Is that 
noticeable in your work ethic, caring attitude, 
friendly tone and encouraging words?  Because if 
you're not different, then you have nothing to offer 
that’s different from anyone else. 
 
What do they notice?  What do you have that they 
don't?  That’s easy: Jesus Christ.  If you're going to 
let others know that there's something real about 
Jesus, it'll be through the way you live your life.  Set 
the standard and then be consistent in treating 
others with kindness and courtesy, yes, even your 
enemies. 
 
If we’re going to be doing something that’s 
different from the world around us, we need a 
good reason to do it, and then keep on doing it.  
There’s only one reason to be good and kind to 
your enemies.  You do it because that’s what your 
Father did.  I’m referring to the heavenly one you 
have.  That’s the way he treats everyone. 
 
Jesus uses the Creator to prove his point.  It 
doesn’t matter whether people are good or evil, or 
whether they acknowledge God or not, God still 
sends his sunshine and rain.  When We Destroy 
Our Enemies by being good and kind to them, 
we’re showing we’re different than the world 
around us.  We’re a child of our Father. 
 

(3) 
One more way to destroy your enemies: BE 
COMPASSIONATE TO THEM!  Jesus explains: If you 
love those who love you, what reward do you 
have?  Even tax collectors do that, don’t they?  If 
you greet only your brothers, what are you doing 
more than others?  Do not even the unbelievers do 
that? 
 
Being compassionate is not a natural reaction.  The 
Pharisee got caught in that trap.  It also claimed 
most NT congregations.  In even claimed one of 
God’s prophets in OT times, too. 
 
Jonah had absolutely no compassion for the people 
living in Nineveh.  He thought only his kind of 
people, the Israelites, should have the opportunity 
to repent.  He didn't want Israel’s enemy, to have 
that same opportunity.  But God’s compassion 
targeted everyone in Nineveh from the youngest to 
the oldest.  He wanted all to repent so they could 
experience his compassion and forgiveness. 
 
It’s easy to be compassionate to those who like us 
back.  It’s not easy with those who take advantage 
of us.  Compassion for our enemies is a distinctive 
Christian characteristic and sets us apart from 
others. 
 
Obeying Jesus’ command to “Love Our Enemies” 
doesn’t come naturally.   But with God’s help and 
Jesus’ example, we can choose to respond by ... 
well, you know what they say, “I destroy my 
enemies when I make them my friends!” 


