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Each year the Mission Advancement Office at Wisconsin Lutheran High School 

asks students to submit original Christmas artwork during the Christmas 

season. This year, students in drawing classes submitted their creations. This 

Christmas card, fine arts student Jack Middleman's ('24) design was chosen. Of 

his work, Jack says: 
 

"God holds each of us in his almighty hands. In this artwork, I focused on 

the hands holding the baby to symbolize that God gave us his son. God’s 
hands look over all things because he loves us, and sent his son to die on 

the cross to save us from our sins. Thanks be to God for holding us 

during this season and always!" 
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Welcome to St. Paul’s on Christmas Day!  It’s safe 

to say, no season of the Christian church year is 
greeted with greater anticipation than the Christmas 
season.  For Christians, this joy always centers on 
Jesus Christ.  Nothing brings Christians together quite 
like singing Carols and listening to Lessons.  This 
morning we’ll share that special closeness as we sing 
the joy of this happy season!  May your worship 
today make this a blessed and Merry Christmas!  
 

The Ringing of the Christmas Bells 
 

Christmas Carol  _________  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   350 
 

Call to Worship 

Dear people of God, on this Christmas Day it is our privilege and delight 

to hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 

made known to us – the Christ Child lying in a manger. 

   But our iniquities have separated us from our God; 

   our sins have hidden his face from us, so that he will not hear. 

   Our offenses are many, and we acknowledge our sins. 

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love.  He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he 

does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our 

iniquities.  Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will 

be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 

to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

   Let the name of the Lord be praised.  Let us sing for joy to the Lord. 

 

Christmas Carol  ______  All My Heart Rejoices   (329 v.1-2,4-5) 

In Worship Today 

Organ / Piano: 
Mary Wilde 

Trumpet: 
Aaron Kolosovsky 

Choir Director: 
Robyn Bennett 
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Prayer 

O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 

your only Son, Jesus Christ, grant that as we joyfully receive him as our 

Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him when he shall 

come to be our judge, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

   Amen. 

 

Lesson One – Genesis 3   (Reader: Jim Nygaard) 

The Seed of the woman would be the Head Crusher. 

 

Selection by Adult Choir ___  “O Holy Child, We Welcome Thee” 

 

Lesson Two – Isaiah 62   (Reader: Dave Hintz) 

The Redeemer comes to ransom and rescue his people. 

 

Christmas Carol  __________  Behold a Branch Is Growing   360 

 

Lesson Three – Hebrews 1   (Reader: Kurt Nygaard) 

God’s Son took on human flesh to free us from sin and rule forever. 

Christmas Carol  _________  Of the Father’s Love Begotten   358 

 

Lesson Four – Titus 3   (Reader: Rich Winkler) 

The Savior’s kindness is evident in his mercy. 

 

Selection by Adult Choir ___  “A Sequence of Christmas Carols” 
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Lesson Five – John 1   (Reader: Jake Nygaard) 

The Word became flesh and lived with us. 

 

Christmas Carol  ______  O Rejoice, All Christians, Loudly   366 

 

Christmas Day Message 

We Need Jesus to Be 

Who He Claims to Be 

 

Confession of Faith – The Athanasian Creed  (Selected Portions) 

This creed is named after St. Athanasius, a defender of the Christian faith 

in the fourth century.  It was prepared to help the Church combat the error 

that denied that Jesus Christ is true God and true man in one person. 

It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe 

       that our Lord Jesus Christ also took on human flesh. 

Now this is the true Christian faith: 

       We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 

       is both God and man. 

He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, 

       and he is man, born in time from the nature of his mother, 

       fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh, 

       equal to the Father as to his deity, 

       less than the Father as to his humanity; 

   and though he is both God and man, 

   Christ is not two persons but one, 

       one, not by changing the deity into flesh, 

       but by taking the humanity into God; 
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   one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, 

       but by unity in one person; 

   for just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being, 

       so God and man are one Christ. 

He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, 

       rose the third day from the dead. 

       He ascended into heaven, 

       is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty, 

       and from there will come to judge the living and the dead. 

This is the true Christian faith. 

 

Offering Is Gathered  /  Friendship Register Is Signed 

   Offertory – Selection by Adult Choir ______________ 

  __________  “For Unto Us a Child Is Born” 

 

Prayer of the Church for Christmas Day 

On this festive day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of 

great joy that a Savior has been born for us.  For fulfilling your 

prophecies and sending our Savior, we sing your thanks and praise. 

   Unto us a child is born!  Unto us a Son is given! 

What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become human, 

born to save us!  Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he was 

wrapped in strips of cloth and laid in a manger. 

   Cause us to believe that this child, born as our substitute, 

   is our Savior. 

In the middle of our joy, we are saddened that many people do not know 

that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and salvation.  As the 

shepherds spread the good news of the birth of the Savior born for the 
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world, help us make use of the unique opportunities this holiday 

presents to tell others of what we have seen and heard about this child. 

   Grant that peace between God and his fallen world may bring  

   comfort all. 

As the angels sang their praise on Christmas, may we sing our praise 

every day. 

   Glory to God in the highest!  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Luke’s Account of the Christmas Story 

 

Blessing 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace on this Christmas Day. 

Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

        Amen. 

 

Christmas Carol  _____________________  Joy to the World   353 
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We Usher 
 

Saturday (12/31) 

M Coulthurst, R Rircks 
 

Sunday (1/1) 

T Herbst, D Rickaby,  
K Nygaard, W Roepke 

 

We Greet 

Sunday (1/1) 

Dave & Tammy 

Smukowski 

Dan & Linda Tomczyk 

Sunday (December 25) 

 9:30 AM ...... Christmas Day Song Service 
 

Saturday (December 31) 

 6:30 PM ...... New Year’s Eve/Communion 
 

Sunday (January 1) 

 9:30 AM ...... New Year’s Day/Communion 
 

(NOTE: New Year’s Eve & Day Services are the same.) 

 

Wednesday (January 4) 

 8:00 AM ...... Classes resume at school 
 

Thursday (January 5) 

 6:30 PM ...... Worship 
 

Saturday, (January 7) 

    8:00 AM-Noon…Properties Team 
 

Sunday (January 8) 

 8:30 AM ...... Sunday School 

 8:30 AM ...... Bible Class 

 9:30 AM ...... Worship 

 10:30 AM ...... Fellowship  
 

 

 

We Gather 

Thursday ................ 23 ...... 20 

Sunday ................... 123 ...... 76 

    Total ................. 146 ...... 96 
 

We Bring Gifts 

Envelopes ................. $4,530.00 

Initial Offering ............... $45.00 

Holidays .................... $1,560.00 

Improvement ........... $1,000.00 

Scholarship  ................. $200.00 

Memorial ........................ $50.00 

E-Offerings ............... $2,052.21 

     Total .................... $9,437.21 

Memorial 

Carole Huhn has given $50 in 

memory of Alex & Pauline Bauer. 

St. Paul’s New Church Secretary 

As we announced earlier, after 26 years of faithful 

service to her Lord and our congregation, Sandy 

Fairbanks will be retiring at the end of 2022.  We have 

been looking for a new church secretary to replace 

her.  Our prayers have been answered!   

Our new church secretary is Jessica Hamilton.  She 

and her husband, Chuck, have three sons, Asher and 

Holden go to our school.  We ask the Lord to bless 

her service to the Lord and our congregation. 

Thank You to Schmidt-Bartelt 

The 2023 Calendars on the entryway table and the 2 Giant White Poinsettias by the 

nativity scene are courtesy of Schmidt–Bartelt Funeral Services and Scott Koeske. 
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“I Know That I Know”  A New Bible Study: January 8/9 

Sometimes having faith doesn’t feel like enough.  Whether your faith in Jesus is new, 

or you’ve been walking with him for decades, you might still lie awake in bed at night 

wondering, 

   “How do I know that I believe?” 

   “What if my faith isn’t strong enough 

          to get into heaven?” 

Help clear away the confusion about faith with this study.  We’ll be introduced to 
relatable people in the Bible who had their faith put to the test or their doubt 

challenged by truth.  In every chapter of “I Know That I Know,” we’ll examine a 

unique facet of the Christians faith. 

Sundays at 8:30 am … repeated … Mondays at 6:30 pm. 

2023 Offering Packets 

Offerings are one of the ways God’s 

people respond to His grace and 

goodness.  Your offering packs 

provide a weekly response for 

His daily blessings!  Check your church mail 

box.  Please wait until January 2023 to use them. 

 Festive Look Thank You 

Our Decorating Team did a 

terrific job both inside and 

outside of God’s House.  

Special thanks to Tammy & 

Jim Nygaard, Gail & Dale 

Kolosovsky, Missy 

Kolosovsky, Neal Kolosovsky 

and Geri & Jim Hansen.  Your 

time and your skills are 

appreciated! 

 

Free … Forward in Christ 

Your December edition of 

Forward in Christ, (official 

magazine of our WELS) is 

available.  You’ll find it on the 

table in the church entryway. 

 

Holiday Feast Thank You 

We want to thank this band of brothers and 

sisters who made the Feast a delicious meal.  

Thanks to those who helped prepare, plan, set-

up or clean-up: Dave & Tammy Smukowski, 

Charlie Price, Ruben Villa Sr., Ruben Villa Jr., 

Darold Borree, Duane & Roxanne Rickaby, Jeff 

& Kim Nordby, LuAnn Gaertner, Don 
Kolander, Will Roepke, Rebecca Roepke, 

Nolan Winkler, Rich & Sharon Winkler and the 

7th & 8th Grade Class.  In addition, $434 was 

collected and sent to WELS Lutheran for Life. 

 


